I. Biographical note

Sotirios S. Despotis was born in Athens in 1968. He was enrolled, second best position (degree-wise), in the Faculty of Theology of the School of Theology of the Athens University in the year 1986, from where he received his B.A. in July 1990 with a degree of very good (8.1/10). At the same time he studied Byzantine and European music at the Skalkota Conservatoire, from where he received his certificate in July 1989 with full marks, and was a member and a soloist of the Greek Byzantine Choir under the direction of Mr. L. Aggelopoulos. 

During the years 1990-1991 he studied at the Post-Graduate Studies Section of the Biblical Studies Department of the Faculty of Social Theology of the Athens University. In September 1991 he went to Germany in order to continue his post-graduates studies. He studied at the Gutenberg University in Mainz, attending lectures and seminars regarding the Interpretation and Theology of the New Testament, especially the Apocalypse of John by the Professor O. Böcher, a specialist in the field. 

In March 1996 the Eparch of Germany Augustinus appointed him teacher of Orthodox Theology of the German Schools in the State of Hessen.  In April 1997 he produced his M.A. Thesis to the Faculty of Social Theology (School of Theology) of the Athens University under the general title «The Meaning of the term ‘Αρνίον’ (arnion – sheep) in the Apocalypse (Historical and Explanatory Approach)» and received his Post Graduate Diploma with a specialization in Biblical Studies with full marks. Two years later, in June 1999 he submitted his doctoral thesis to the same Department with subject «The Heavenly Worship at Rev. 4-5» and was proclaimed Doctor of Theology with a degree of very good. 

In January 1999 he drew up the detailed Teaching Curricula of that lesson for the second grade of High School (Sekundarstufe II), while at the same time he joined as a member the Metropolitan Education Council of the German Eparchy. In addition, he has drawn up school textbooks in the German language (‘Biblische Geschichten, erzaehlt nach der Interpretation der Kirchenvater, Orthodoxie als Lebensweg’), which are taught in the first and middle grades of the German school education and are used in the inculcation of German youths in Orthodoxy. 

At the same time, during his stay in Germany he organised and directed the Greek Music Choir and Orchestra of the Saint George Wiesbaden Parish and gave concerts of Byzantine Hymns and traditional Greek songs in the State of Essen. He was also been a member of the Churches Council of the same Town, giving lectures about Orthodoxy in the State of Essen.  In the year 2000 he edited the website of the aforementioned Parish, where he presented for the first time in the German language the orthodox attestation and life of local Church (www.people.freenet.de/ heiligergeorgios-wiesbaden). This effort was appreciated by the relevant website of the Synod of Orthodox Churches in Germany as the most synoptic and inclusive witness of Orthodoxy in all German speaking countries. 

His participation in interpretation seminars of the New Testament organized by the University of the Mainz, his service as a teacher in German Education and as an Educational Counselor of the same lesson in the Ministry of Education of Essen, combined with his actions in the liturgical life of the Parish and in the Council of Churches of the same State’s capital, have given him the chance to acquire valuable experience in many sectors of the Orthodox Divinity and to realize the place and potential of the Greek orthodox tradition and especially  the meaning of  the explanation of the Scriptures  in contemporary European reality. 

The Faculty of Social Theology (School of Theology, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens), having assessed his qualifications appointed him Lecturer and in September 2005 he was promoted to the degree of Assistant Professor after a unanimous decision of the Faculty’s General Assembly.

He is co-editor of the Biblical Studies Bulletin (Deltion Vivlikon Spoudon) and co-organizer of the upcoming International Conference (2007) on “the Apostle Paul and Corinth”

