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ABSTRACT

Nicky Milatou, Persefoni Megalofonou: Age and growth of farmed bluefin tuna,
Thunnus thynnus (Linnaeus 1758), in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Within a particular species-specific genetic component, growth rate is a highly plastic character
depending on various environmental factors such as the water temperature, food supply,
population density and microhabitats. The aim of this study was to estimate the age and growth
of farmed bluefin tuna using dorsal fin spines and to reveal possible differences in growth
between farmed and wild specimens in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. A total of 233 specimens
were sampled from the Greek Bluefin Tuna farm, in the lonian Sea, between January 2007 and
January 2008. Their fork length and round weight ranged from 102 to 278 cm and from 43 to
475 kg, respectively. The length-weight relationship revealed a positive allometric growth and
the estimated ages ranged from 3 to 18 years. Mean lengths at age and the precision of the
ageing method were calculated.
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EIZXAT'QI'H

O gpuBpog tovvog, Thunnus thynnus, (Linnaeus 1758) tng owoyévelag Thunnidae givon
éva peybAo meAaywd wapl, mov oynuotilel komddl KOl TPAYUOTOTMOlEl EKTETAUEVEG
petavaotevoels. H yewypapikny tov e&dmiwmon eivar guphtarn otov ATAaviikd Kol N
Mecdyelo, w1060 AOY®M TG MEYAANG eUmopikng tov a&iog kot ¢ avavouevng (Rtnomng tov
otg ayopég g lamwviag, g Apepwng kol g Evpdnng tig 600 tedevtaieg dexoetieg n
vreparicvon TV amobeudTov TOv TOPAAANAC UE TNV EVTOVN OPACTNPLOTNTO TNG THYVVONC
£€YOUV 00MYNOEL GE OMNUOVTIKY KAUYN TV TANOuoUdY TOV TPOKOADVING avnovyic otV
emotuoviky kowotnta (FAO/GFCM/ICCAT 2005).

Ymv EAMGSa M péon emolo oAELTIKY Topaymy] TOv €puOpov TOVVOL avEPYETOL
nepimov otovg 300 tévvoug (ICCAT 2009). Extog g aAevtikig mopoayoyns, amd to 2003
Aertovpyel wo povada mhyvvong opuov atépev (Bluefin Tuna Hellas A.E) otig Nfjcoug B.
Eywvédeg Tov loviov. H duvapikotnta g povadag avépyetar otovg 1000 tdovvoug kot 10 pHéEco
Bapog TV yopudv mov ektpiépovtar Kabe ypovo kopaivetar petad 140 kou 150 kg. H extpoen
Swopkel amd 6 Emg 7 pNveg Kot 1 avENGCT TOV ETITUYYAVETOL GE OUTO TO YPOVIKO SLUCTNUM
umopei va ptaoet péxpt kat to 39% tov Bapovg twv yapiodv (FAO/GFCM/ICCAT 2005).

O puBuodg avénong sival évog Witepa EHTAOGTOG YAUPUKTAPOG GTA dLAPOPQ €101 TV
yoploy kot g€aptatar  amd  mepPaAilovtikodg mopdyovieg Ommg M Oepuoxpacio, 1
SbeotudTNTa TG TPOPNG KAl 1] TUKVOTNTA TOL TANBLGHOD. APKETEG PHEAETEG EYOVV EKTIUNOEL
v MAkio kor v avénon ayplov atopuov gpudpod TOVVOL YPTCLILOTOIOVING GKANPES
okeleTikég dopég (Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007, Santamaria et al. 2009) ouwg, Kol dev et
EKTIUNOEL aVTO TO PLOAOYIKA YOPOKTNPIOTIKO OE EKTPEQPOUEVE OTOUM. AVTIKEIUEVO NG
TapovoOG EPYOCIOG NTOV M EKTIUNON NG NAKING KOl 0 TPOGIOPICUOG TG GYEONG UNKOVG-
Bapovg ekTpeduEVOV 0TOU®MY £pVOPOL TOVVOL GTNV TEPLOYN TS AvaToAkng Mecoyegiov pe
okomd tov éAeyyo g Pacikng vdbeong Tov TEONKE OTL TO EKTPEPOUEVA GTOWN TAPOLGIALOVY
peyoAvtepn avénon amd o dyplo aeov ol TEPPOAAOVTIKEG GUVONKES KOTA TO SLAOTNUA TNG
EKTPOPNG TOVG 6€ KAMPovG givar mBovd euvoikdTEPES Yo TNV aVENGT TOVG,.



YAIKA KAI MEO®OAOI

Ot derypotoAnyieg mpaypatoromOnkav ot povada mayvvong Bluefin Tuna Hellas
A.E., and tov lavovdpro tov 2007 €wg tov lavovdpro tov 2008. Amd 233 dropa gpvbpov
TOVVOU GULAAEYONKE M TPOTN oKAnpn aktive (dxovBa) Tov TPOTOL poylaiov TTEPLYIOL KO
petpnbnke 1o pecovpaio prxog (FL) oto mAnoiéotepo cm kot 10 olkd Papog (RW) oto
minoiéotepo Kg. To v mepypoen TG ox€onc HEGOLPOIOL  UAKOVG-OALKOD  BApovg
ypnotpomoidnke 1 ekicowon RW=a*FL".

21 Pbon kdbe axavlog, Kovid 6Tov KOVOLAO, Eyvav TPELS £0G TEGGEPLS TOUEG ThOVG
1 mm (Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007) ypnoyonoidvtag £va niektpikd opyavo komng ISOMET,
YOUNAAG ToydtTag. Xe po topn dxovBog dvo THmol daxTLAM®Y Tapatnpridnkav ot omoiot
gvaAldooovtav: &vog otapavig (1 o opdda oTevd cLVIESEUEVOV dPAVAOY dOKTLAIOV) Kot
évag adtapavig daxtoiog. Kébe (edyog adiapavdv — Sapavdy SaKTOAM®Y avToToyoVcE G
éva emolo daktoAlo. Ot dla@aveic daxTOMOL, €ivar gVvOEIKTIKOL TG apyng avénong eved ot
adtooveic doktdot g ypryopns avénong (Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007).

H extipnon g nlikiog €yve pe v avayvoon Tov eV auénTik®v SakTuAM®V oTig
Topéc. H mapatipnon t@v Topdv Kot 1) LETPNOoT TOV OKTIVOV TOV ETNOLOV S0KTUAI®V £yve L
So@BdAio otepeockomo eEomMopévo pe cbotnua avdivong swovag (Image Analysis Pro
Plus 3.1.) xat pe diepydpevo potiopd. Xe kabe topun, VITOAOYIGTNKAY Ol AKTIVEC TOV SOKTUAI®Y
and v g&icmwon Ri=D;—-D/2, 6mov R;n aktiva tov i daktvriov, D 1 didpeTpog ¢ Topng g
dxavOag ka1 D; n amdotacn and 1o e€mtepikd meptBdpilo Tov i dakTLAiov Kol TG GKPNG TNG
avtifetng mievpdg g topng (Megalofonou & De Metrio 2000). Extiong, vroloyiotnke 1 oyxéon
axtivag Toung dxkavlog- Lesovpaiov HNKovg pe avaivot YPOUUKN)G TOAVOPOUNGTG.

Y10, veapd GTOWO, MAKIOG TPIOV ETMV, NTOV EVKOAO VO, EVIOTIGTOVV OAOL Ol £TNCLOL
dokTOAOL Avtifeta, oe dToua UEYOADTEPNC MAIKING, Ol €TNCIOL OOKTVAIOL GTNV KEVIPIKN
TEPLOYN TNG TOUNG TG akavOag eiyav amoppoepnBel pe anotéhespo va unv etvar eppaveic. o
mv extipmon g Béong Kot Tov aplfpol TV apyIK®V ETNCLOV SOKTVAI®V, OV OV MTOV
gUQaVveig ypnoporomdnkay ot Tiuég Tv R;, yio nlikieg émg kot 3 €TV, amd OYETIKA MEAETN
ektiunong nAkiog veapmv atopmv ot Meooyeio (Megalofonou & De Metrio 2000).

YUVOAIKA, £yvav TPES OVOYVOOCELS TOV TOHMOV TOV okavOdv kol exkTiundnke m
EMOVOANTTIKOTNTA TNG HEDOOOV ypnowomoidvioc 10 Méco Ilocootinio XedaAuo Kot To
Yoviedeot Metapintomrag (Campana 2001). To Méoo TTocootaio XZedaiua (APE) kot o
Yvvtekeotic Metafintomrag (CV) vroloyiotnkav and Tig Tapokdt® eEI6MOELS:
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Omov X;j eivon n 1" ektipnon g nhiog tov j° yaplov, X; n péon extipdpevn niuio tov j&
yaplov kot R o apiBuog tov avayvocemy.

Té\og, vmodoyioTnkay To péca UAKN avé nAKio Kot cuykpifnkay He T amoTeEAECUOTOL
AVAAOY®V EPYOCIOV Yo Ayplo. dTopo epuOpov TOVVOUL.

AITIOTEAEXMATA KAI XYZHTHXH

To pecovpaio pnkog (FL) xar o ohkd Pdapog (RW) tov atdpmv gpubpod tovvou
KopdvOnke oo 102 émg 278 cm kot and 43 émg 475 kg, avtiotoyo. H éAlewyn veopmv atopmv
ue unkog pkpdtepo tv 102 cm ogeiletol 6to Yeyovoc 0Tt GTIC LOVADES TTAYLVONC TO EAGYLIGTO
empendpevo Papoc tov otopmv eivor ta 30 kg. Mikpn cuyvotta atdpev eupdvicay ot



KAdoelg pecovpaiov pnrovg petaly 100 kor 130 cm kou n kidon 170-180 cm. Avrtifeta, m
KAdon 230-240 cm, epedvics T HeyaAdTEPN cVYVOTNTA 0TOU®VY oV £pToce To 20.6% (E. 1).
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Ew. 1: Katavops cuyvoTiT®Vv HEGOVPAIon PKOVS EKTPEPONEVOV aTOp®VY EpLOPOY TéVVOL TNV
Avatolkn Meooysio (N=233).
Fig. 1: Fork length distribution of farmed bluefin tuna in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea (n=233).

Meto&d tov eéetaldpevoy pHetafANT®@V Tov pecovpaiov PAKOLS KAl TOV OMKOV BApovg
Bpénke pia vynAn ovoyétion (R’= 0.96) evéd 1 vrokoyobeioa e&icwon frav 1 RW= 1.33*107
*FL3% n=233 (Ew. 2). H tiuq mc khong b firav peyoddtepn tov 3 dewcvoovtag Oeticn
OAAOUETPIKT aOENGN. ZuYKEKPIUEVA 0md TN SoKIUn onpoavtikotntog t-test, amoppipdnke n undevikn
vroBeon (Ho: b=3) yio eninedo onuavtikotnrag 5%, yeyovog mov emifefaidvel OTL ToL EKTPEPOUEVQ
dropo otV TTEPLOYN MEAETNG eppavilovy peyaddtepo pubud avénong tov fapovg Tovg amd avTd TOL
punkovg tovg. Avtifeto, ta amotedéopoto Tponyovuevev pedetdv otn Meodyeo (El-Tawil et al.
2004, Santamaria et al. 2009) éxyovv d&ifetl 6t1 T drypio. dtopo epuHpov TOVVOUL Yapoaktpilovtat amd
apvntikn adiouetpikn avénon (b<3).
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Ew. 2: Yyéon pecovpaiov pijkovg (FL) kot olkod Bapovg (RW) sktpepépevav atopov epvdpod
T6VvoU 6TV Avatoiki Meooyero (n=233).

Fig. 2: Relationship between fork length (FL) and round weight (RW) of farmed bluefin tuna in the
Eastern Mediterranean Sea (n=233).

H pelém g oyxéong peto&d tov pecovpaiov pnmkovg (FL) kor g aktivag (R) g
TOUNG TG akavOag Tov TPOTOL paylaiov mrepvyiov £0eile OTL peTald TV 000 HeTUPANTOV
vmapyet pio vynAY cvoyétion (R°= 0.89) evéd 1 voloyiobeica ypappky eEicmwon mov Guvsst
T1¢ dvo petaPintéc ntav n FL=34.93 + 31.39*R, n=233.

To €0poc TV ekTHOUEVOV NAMKIGOV fTay amd 3 Eoc 18 etV e péco pecovpaio UnKn
107 cm xor 278 cm, avtioctorya. Ta dtopo mikiag 13 etdv eppdvicov T HeyoAdTEPN
ovuyvotnta (21.89%), evd tn pkpdtepn cvyvotnra atopmv (0.43%) v epedvicoy o GTopo
nikiog 18 etaov (Ew. 3).



H eravoinmiwomta g peboddov extipmong nikiog nrav oyetikd vymin. To Méco
IMocootiaio Zpdaipa (APE) kot 0 Xvvtekeotiic Metapintomrag (CV) ftav 2.46% ko 3.19%,
avtiototya. Ot vmoAoylopeveg THEG TOV PETPOV TOL EKTIUNONKAV oTNnV Tapovca gpyacio
Bpiokovtav evidc tov emtpenouevov opiov (0.5-10%) mov opiler n diebvng Piploypoeia
(Campana 2001, Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007).
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Ew. 3: Zyéon pecovpaiov prjkovg (FL) kot nhikiag (Age) ektpepopnevov atopov epodpod tévvov
oty Avatolkn Mecoysio (n=233).

Fig. 3: Relationship between fork length (FL) and age of farmed bluefin tuna in the Eastern
Mediterranean Sea (n=233).

Mia TpdTn GOYKPIoT TOV OTOTEAECUATOV LOG LE OVTIGTOLYO TPONYOVUEVOV UEAETOV
(Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007, Santamaria et al. 2009) £d&1&e 0Tt Ta EKTPEPOUEVO. GTOUN (OG ETT
T0 mAgioTov eppavifovy peyodvtepo péca punkrn avd nitkio. Ot dtopopéc Hetald eKTPeEPOUEVOV
Kol AypLov atOU®V NTaV TEPIGGOTEPO EUPAVEIC 6T PEGa Bapn ava nAikia emPePfaidvovtag Tnv
apyn vobeon epyaciog. [Ipopavag, ot mepfurioviikég cuvOnkeg Kot Wwaitepa 1 TOLOTNTO
Kol M 1ocdTNTA TNG TOPEXOUEVNG TPOPNG OTN UOVASH TTAyVVoNG, £0TM Kol Yo v WKPO
YPOVIKO SLdoTNUa AlYOV UNveV, ETOPOVY GNUAVTIKE 6TV YpRyopn avénen tov £idovg.
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