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ABSTRACT

Nicky Milatou, Persefoni Megalofonou: Age and growth of farmed bluefin tuna,
Thunnus thynnus (Linnaeus 1758), in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Within a particular species-specific genetic component, growth rate is a highly plastic character
depending on various environmental factors such as the water temperature, food supply,
population density and microhabitats. The aim of this study was to estimate the age and growth
of farmed bluefin tuna using dorsal fin spines and to reveal possible differences in growth
between farmed and wild specimens in the eastern Mediterranean Sea. A total of 233 specimens
were sampled from the Greek Bluefin Tuna farm, in the Ionian Sea, between January 2007 and
January 2008. Their fork length and round weight ranged from 102 to 278 cm and from 43 to
475 kg, respectively. The length-weight relationship revealed a positive allometric growth and
the estimated ages ranged from 3 to 18 years. Mean lengths at age and the precision of the
ageing method were calculated.
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EIZATQI'H

O epvbpég tévvog, Thunnus thynnus, (Linnaeus 1758) tng owoyévetog Thunnidae sivon
évo peyélo mehoyid wépt, mov oynuatiler komédio Ka TPAYHOTONOIEL  EKTETAUEVES
petovaoctevoes. H yeoypague tov efamhmon eivor supiratmn otov AtAaviikd koi m
Megoéyeto, wotdoo Adym g peyddng epmopikric Tov afiog kat TG avEavopevng Lfnong tov
otig ayopés mg lomwviag, ™g Apepiciic kar g Evpdmng tig §bo tekevtoieg dekaetieg 1
VrEPOAiEVON TOV 0moBEdTOY TOL TAPGAANA pE TNV £VTOV dPacTNPIOTNTOL TNG mhyvvong
£xovv odnynoel o€ oNuavTKY Kauyn tev TANOUCUGY TOV TPOKOADYVTHS aviovyic oy
emotpovikn kowvétnta (FAO/GFCM/ICCAT 2005).

Zmv EMMado n péon etfioia oMevtik) mapaywyr] Tov gpubpod tévvou avépyetat
mepimov otovg 300 tévvoug (ICCAT 2009). Extdg mg ahevtikig mapayayng, omd to 2003
Aerrovpyel o povada méyvvong dpiuwy atépey (Bluefin Tuna Hellas A.E) ot Nnoovg B.
Ejyvadeg tov Toviov. H duvopuxétira g povadag avépyetar otovg 1000 tévvoue kat To péco
Bépog v yapidy mov ektpépoviarl ke ¥pévo kvpoivetal petadd 140 ko 150 kg. H extpoen
diapkel ané 6 gog 7 piveg kon 1 adénon mov emTvYXGVETAL GE 0VTO TO YPOVIKS Sigopo
umopel va. ptéoet péxpt kot 1o 39% tov Bépovg Tev yapidv (FAO/GFCM/ICCAT 2005).

O puBuog avénong eivar évag Wiaitepa ebmhactog xopaktipag oto SiGpopo. £idn ToV
yapuby  kar gfaptérar ané  meparloviikodg mophyovies 6mog - Oepuokpacic, m
dubeoémro ™G TPOPNG Kat 1) TVKVETNTE TOL TANOVGHOD. Apketéc peAéteg Exovv EKTIUTOEL
™y nikie kot ™Y odEnon Gypiov otépmv epubpod TOWOL YPNGULOTOIHVTOS oKANpég
okehetucég Sopég (Rodriguez-Marin ef al. 2007, Santamaria ef al. 2009) 6uwc, Koph dev €xet
eKTNOEL aLTd To. PBOAOYIKG YUPAKTNPIOTIKG GE EKTPEPOMEVO, GTOpC. AVTIKEIUEVO ™ms
napovsag epyasiog firav N extipmon g nhkiog kar 0 TPocdiopiopdg g oyEoTg PKOVC-
Bépovg exTpepduevey atépev epubpod TéVVOL oV TEPLOYT TG Avarolikig Mecoyeiov pe
oKomd Tov £Aeyyo g Pactkng vodeong Tov TEBNKE GTL TA EKTPEPOUEVE Gropia TOPOVGLALOVV
peyoddtepn odEnon omd to. Gyplo agod o mepialhoviikég cuVBNKeS KaTh To SdcTNua ™G
EKTPOPNG TOVG o Kool eivar mbavé suvoikdtepes 1. v odénot Toug.
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YAIKA KAI ME®OAOI

O1 Serypatolnyieg mpaypatomowfnkay ot povéda mévuvong Bluefin Tuna Hellas
A.E., omd tov Iavovapio tov 2007 éwg tov Iavovépio tov 2008. Amd 233 dropo epvbpod
T6vvou cuAAéxdnke 1 TpdT™ oKy oxtivo (GkavBa) Tov mpdTov payiov wTEpLYiov KoL
petpidnke to pecovpaio pikog (FL) ot0 mAnoiéotepo em Kot To OMKG Bapog (RW) oto
mnoiéotepo kg, T v mepiypagi g oyfong  Hecovpaiov pnKovg-oAkod  PBapovg
ypnoomominke 1 e&icoon RW=a*F i

> Béon kG Graviag, Kovtd oTov KOVELAO, EYvav TPELS £0G TESTEPIG TOHES TiyOoVg
1 mm (Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007) ypnouyionoubvag £vo nektpud dpyavo Komig ISOMET,
yopmMig Taxdntag. Xe po topf Gkovbag dbo tomor dokTvAiov nopatnpidnkoy ot omoiot
evalrdooovrav: évag Sapavig (1} per opdda otevh cuvdedspévav Slpavav SukTodinv) Kot
évag adavic doktohog. Kabe (etyog adiaguviv — Slpavdy doktudiov avrioTolovse e
éva emfiolo daktoho. Ot Sapaveis Saxtohor, eivar evdguctucoi g opyfig adEnong evd ot
adtopaveic Saxroio g ypfiyopng avénong (Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007).

H extipmon mg nAkiag éytve pe my aviyveon tev eThciov avEnTikedy daxtulimv oTig
Topéc. H mapatmipnon tov Topdvy KoL 1 PETPOT TOV OKTIVAOV TV ETHOLOV SaxToAimv £yve pe
31000GAUI0 GTEPEOSKOMO EEOMAMOpEVD pe cbomua avalvong euévag (Image Analysis Pro
Plus 3.1.) kot pe Siepydpuevo ootiopd. Te kébe o, vIoroyicTnKav O aKTiveg TV Jaxtodimv
anb v kiowon R=Di-D/2, émov R;n axtiva tov i doxtvriov, D 1 Sidpetpog ™ TOPNG ™G
Gxavlac kot Dy 1 anéotacn and to eEnTeptkd mePIdPLo Tov i SakTvAiov Kor g GKpNg TS
avtifemg mhevphg g Topfs (Megalofonou & De Metrio 2000). Eniong, vroloyiotnke 1 oxéon
aKTivog Topfg GKavOug- HEGOVPAIOL PAKOVG HE avEAVGT) YPOIIKTG TaAvEpopmoTS.

Sta veapé. Gropa, nhikiog TPLOV €TV, frav £0kolo Vo evTomcTodv SLot o1 ETHGIOL
SaxToAol. Avtifeto, oe Gropa peyodDTepng MAuOg, Ol £THOIOL SAKTOAOL GTNV KEVIPUKT
nEpoyf ™G Topig TG Giavlog eiyav omoppognei pe arotéhecpa vo pnv eivor sppaveis. o
™mv ektipmon g Béomg KoL Tov aptBpod TV apyIKdV ETHOLOV daktudwy, mov dev frav
enoaveic ypnoomouinkav ot Tés Tev Ry, yio nhkieg éog ko 3 £Tdv, ambd oxeTikn peAé
extipmong nhikiog veopdv atdpwy ot Mesdyeio (Megalofonou & De Metrio 2000).

TUVOMKE, YoV TPEIC aVOyVOGES TV TOUOV TV okovldv kot sktpnnke 1
gmavolnrriémTo. e pefédov xpnoworowdviag 10 Méco IMocootiaio ZedApo KoL TO
Tovieheoty MetafAnromnrag (Campana 2001). To Méco Iocootiaio Zediua (APE) o o
Svveheotic Metafintomrag (CV) vmoloyictnkay amd Tig mopaKit® eSIOOCEL:
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Omov x;; ivor 0 i" extipmon mg nhxiag Tov j* wopod, Xj n péon extipdpevn nhkio oo i
yaptod kat R 0 apiBpog Tov avayvOcemy.

Téhog, vooyicTnKoy Ta. péca uiKn avé nhikic kot cuykpibnKay pe o amotelécpoTo
avéloymv £pyacidV yio. Gypla dropa epvdpod Tévvou.

AIIOTEAEXMATA KAI XYZHTHZH

To pecovpaio pikog (FL) kat 10 odkd Bapog (RW) tov atdpeov epudpod tévvou
Kopévonke omé 102 g 278 cm kon and 43 g 475 kg, avtictorko. H éMenym vEapOV aTOp®V
J1e piKog pikpdTepo Twv 102 cm ogeikeTar 610 YeYovdg 0Tt 6TIG HOVESES ThXuVoNG TO £MI6TO
emTpendpevo Bapog tav otépev eivar o 30 kg, Mikpi cuxvéTTe ATOH®Y EUQAVICOV Ol
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KAGoelg pecovpaiov pnkovg peta&d 100 kon 130 ecm kon n khdon 170-180 cm. Avtifeta, n
KAGon 230-240 cm, EpAEVIGE TN HEYOADTEPT CLYVOTNTO ATORMY TTOV £9Toce To 20.6% (Ew. 1).
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Ew. 1: Katavopi cuyvotiTev pecovpaion piKovg eKTpe@bpuevov atépwv epobpod té6vvov oty
Avarolki) Meobdyero (n=233).
Fig. 1: Fork length distribution of farmed bluefin tuna in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea (n=233).

Meto&d tov efetaldpevov LeTafANTdV TOv HEGOVPOioy UNKOVG Kol TOV oAwol Bépouvg
BpeOnke pio vymAr cvoyétion (R’= 0.96) evéd n violoyisBsico. &icwon frav 1 RW= 1.33*10°
*FL3 n=233 (Bw. 2). H tpfq g xMong b flrov peyoddtepn tov 3 Seucvboviag Oetuch
AALOPETPIKT] aOENOT. ZuyKeKpLuéva amd T SOk GNUOVTIKOTNTOG t-test, amoppipdnke 1 undevikh
véBeon (Hy: b=3) yio eninedo onpoaviikéttog 5%, yeyovog mov emPefardver 0Tt To. EKTPEPOUEVA
artopo. otV TEployy) HEAETNG eppavifovv peyoddtepo pulud avénong tov Bapovg Tovg omd avtd Tov
pnkovg tovg. Avtifeto, to omoteréopoto mponyovuevey peretdv oty Meooyeio (El-Tawil e al.
2004, Santamaria ef al. 2009) éyovv deiet 6t e Gypuo dropo eppBpod Tévvov Yapakmpilovron amd

apynTikh} odhopetpuct adénon (b<3).
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Ew. 2: Zyéon pecovpaiov pijkovg (FL) kar okkod Bapovg (RW) extpepipevov atépmv epudpod
Tévvov oTnV Avatolki Meodysio (n=233).

Fig. 2: Relationship between fork length (FL) and round weight (RW) of farmed bluefin tuna in the
Eastern Mediterranean Sea (n=233).

H pedém g oxéong petokd tov pecovpeiov pikovg (FL) ko g axtivag (R) g
Topng g Gkavlog Tov TPdTOL payleiov mwrepvyiov €deile 0Tt peTald Tov dHo petofintdv
wmhpyet pio vymhi cuoyétion (R7= 0.89) evéd 1 vroroyiobeica ypopukh e&icwon mov cuvdéel
TG dvo petaPintég nrav n FL=34.93 + 31.39*R, n=233.

To e0pog TV EKTIHOPEVOVY NAKIGY Ty omd 3 £og 18 etdv pe péoa pecovpaio pikn
107 ecm ko 278 cm, avtictorxe. To dropo miwiag 13 e1dv eppdvicav T peyoldtepn
ovyvomra (21.89%), evéd T pkpdtepn cuyvotna atdpmy (0.43%) v epedvicay to Gropo
niwiag 18 etdv (Ew. 3).
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H enavadnmrucomra mg uebodov extiunong nhiog frav oxetikd vymii. To Méco
Hocootwio Zediua (APE) kot o Zvvteheotric Metapintotrog (CV) Nrav 2.46% kot 3.19%,
avtiotoye. Ot vmOAOYILOHEVES TWIEG TOV HETPOV OV eKTIRBNKOY TNV TapPovCU EpYAcio
PBpiokovtav evidg tov emtpendpevov opiov (0.5-10%) mov opilel n Siebvng Piploypagio
(Campana 2001, Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007).
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Euw. 3: Zyfon peoovpaiov prikovg (FL) xar nhuciag (Age) exTpepop oTépmv epuépod Tévvou
o1V Avetoluai Meodyero (n=233).

Fig. 3: Relationship between fork length (FL) and age of farmed bluefin tuna in the Eastern
Mediterranean Sea (n=233).

Mia mpdm cdykpion twv omoteheopdtov pog ue avtictoro TPONYOVUEVOV HELETHV

(Rodriguez-Marin et al. 2007, Santamaria ez al. 2009) &5eiée 61t tal EKTPEPOLEVL GTOp WG ETT

0 mheicTOV EpQaviCovv peyadbtepa péoa pixn avé niucia. Ot Sopopég petalh exTpePOUEVEV

Ko GypLov aTOpmV NTay TepIocdTepo epeaveis ota uéca Bapn avé NAkio emPePardvovtog Ty

apyucr vrobeon epyaciog. Tpoavig, ot mepiBullovikés GuVBRKES Kot Waitepo 1 mowdTTAL

9 Kol M mooomTe G TapeXOUEVIG TPOPNiG 6T HovEda Téyuveng, é0Tm Ko v éva pikpd
XPOVIKG SibioTnpa Myov unvév, emdpodv enpovtiké oy ypiyopn avénon Tov eidovg.
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