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alently of the Corettha caretta Bpecies with fev
present in the Gulf of Taranto and its
onths. Trophic and reproduction factors

A large number of marine turtles, prev
of Dermochelys coriacea, Aare

specimens
ty in the summmer and autumn o

jmmediate vicini
are probably the coune of this. Although the

appesars more evident ofl the Calabrian cosast,
the animals go to reproduce, evecn {f this haa yct to be demonstrated.

presence of the Cheloni in the area coincides with the fishing
1bacore) which is carried out with long-lind
the catch of high numbers of turtles

phenomenon c¢oncerncs the whole arca it
probably due to the vast areas of sandy

besch where
Unfortunately the
jod for Big Pelagic {(swordfish and a

per
uvently causes

and travelling net and conseq
which, although accidental, determines the death of many specimens  for two main.
ressona. Firstly the flesh of Caretta carctta ja considered a delicacy in Bome areas
{lonic cocast of Apulin) for which consumers are willing to pay high prices B8O
o break the law {K.D. 21/5/1980 -~ U.G. n® 156 9/6/1980 forbidding
f turtles) and land the captured animals. Secondly, the specimens
the hook which sticks in thelr cesophagus

inducing fishermen t
the catch and sale ©
caught with long-line generally swellow
they have been freed, with
sy how many gnimala, freed in these
widely used by fishermen on

obvicus consequences (bleeding,

or stomsch even after
conditions,

1t is difficult to s
r the trauma. The travelling net,
where fortunately the Cheloni are not eaten, causes

of captured animsls. From our obser—’

starvation).
manege to survive afte
the Ionic coast of Calabrisa,
death hy suffocation of a certain percentage
vatione carried out directly on board vespels with this equipment, wortality resulted
st 30%, mainly in the case of small to middling-pized specimens., Of the 31 specimens
of caﬁ:tta taken from the net in our prepence, 9 were already dead. ¥We believe that

d observations collected during our investigntion on Big Scombroldel fishery

data an
1986:1987) may give an ldea of the entity

{n ths Gulf of Taranto (DE METRIO et al.;
of mortality of Carotta. Big Scombroidel fishery in

of catch &nd conseguently
brian herbours ms well

y here by 88 veppals from Apulian and Cela

carried out scasonall
arbours. Cf these B8 vessols,

an unknown number of boats from Sicilien b
g have travelling nets. For the long-line

the harbour of Porto Cesarco on the Jonlc
feur—-year period 19768-1981 have already
e hers the number of individuals

an by
59 are equipped with long-line while 2
fighery, data were callected on landing in
coanst of Apulis and thome relstive to the

beer reported (DB METRIO et al., 1983). ¥e reproduc

caught for each single year for & comparison with the ‘figures for the following

fijve—year period:

YCAT no vessels no C. corcetta no D, ceriacea
1978 36 - 226 0
1979 27 964 4
1980 32 286 1
1581 23 341 1
1582 31 139 1
1983 C27 0 0
1384 79 110 0o
jans 36 29 o
34 6 4]

1986




I85

A reduction of catch in the lant five years appears evident by we are not convinced
that the data for these yenrs pre completely accurate. The fact that no Bpecimsn
war caught in 1983 1s totally 4impoasible. Actually with the coming in force of
the above-mentioned law and the resulting control by the authorities together with
asctive propaganda 'campnig-ns by protection bodiesm induce fishermen to keep the real
entity of catch from even reseasrchers and we believe the catch to be much greater
than that reported, Frotunetely the phenomenon is not genernllzed to all the ports
in Apulia in fact at S.Moria di leuca, a harbour a few wmiles from P. Cepnreo, the
fishermen collsborate enthusiastically with Prof. ARGANO in the marking and freeling
of theo turtles caught. Bigger catches are obtained with travelling nets but they

mre difficult to assess as all the animals caught in the nets are freed by the

fishermen, indiscriminately, when they are brought in and are not found in the

l1andod catch. However, from personal observations directly on board and from what
trustworthy, expert fiphermen =may we have calculated that the 29 wepsels ptudied,
working with nets along the Ionic comst of Calebria, catch (and re—catch?) 16000
npacimens totally for each .aoqson. Ono vosmol with 12000 motres of net, catchesn
froa 3 to B0 spocimens on mn average in one trip. Calculmting that for every fishing
Boraon & voassl totals 60 working daye it is ovidont that ocur figures are lower
than might be calculated. Calculating only a 10% wortality and therefore 2/3 inferior
the result is still elaraing. ¥We believe that this phenomenon is

to that obaerved,
numerous cases of ptranded turtles which

not to be overloocked when studying the
the media have only just etarted to réport‘., superficielly attributing the cause to

hypothetical problems of pollution. The high mortslity due to accidental catch

together with other causes of death which we will report in &en in extenso work,

the increasing anthropiration of even the remotest beaches constitute a

and with
of the =species in gquestion.

difficult problem for the survival and protection
On the other hand the great importance of Big Scoabroidet finhery for the economy of

scuthern Italy cannot be ignored.
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