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The 2015 outburst of the OJ287 blazar
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A model that contains a massive BH binary was proposed to explain the double
peaked quasi-periodical (roughly about 12 years) outbursts of the blazar 0J287. A
regular photometric monitoring of this target has been performed since the very
beginning of this season with the aim of catching the next outburst, predicted by
the model to occur this winter, between mid November and early January.
Brightness of OJ287 was changing in the range between 14.4 and 14.8 mag in the
R filter for most of this season but starting from Nov 18 we observed its gradual
light increase, followed by a rapid brightness rise also announced by the ASAS
project (ATEL #8372). On Dec 4, we recorded the highest brightness of about 12.9
mag (R) and 0J287 started to fade. We believe that the current outburst, consistent
with the inspiralling spinning massive BH binary model for 0J287, could be the
expected GR centenary flare.
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