
LIST OF FIGURES

Introduction

 1. For the indologist, this is Nandi, the vahana of  the Hindu god 

Shiva, as worshipped at Mysore in Karnataka. For the art-historian, 

this is a giant monolithic statue, dated to 1659–1672, carved at 

Mysore. For the zoologist, this is evidence of  the role in religion 

of  Bos indicus, the humped cattle of  South Asia. For the geologist, 

this is an artefact made out of  volcanic rocks, mainly composed of  

a black granite originating from the Chamundi Hills. Photograph: 

courtesy L. Meerson

 2. The role of  animals in human society seen through the eyes of  

the artist and translated into a stone sculpture. Mammalapuram, 

Tamil Nadu, granite. Photograph: courtesy E. Sentner

 3. The tropical thorn forests of  the dry part of  the Indo-Gangetic 

plain. Photograph: courtesy A. Kamphorst

 4. The Thar desert of  the dry part of  the Indo-Gangetic plain. Pho-

tograph: courtesy A. Kamphorst

 5. The tropical dry evergreen forest of  the Eastern Ghats. Photograph: 

A. van der Geer

 6. The alpine forests of  the Himalayan foothills. Shimla, The Mall 

below Barnes Court. Photograph: ASI, 1905–1915, courtesy Kern 

Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

 7. The desert-town Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. Photograph: courtesy A. Kamp-

horst

 8. Burial with a human, a goat and burial pottery. Harappa, Indus 

Valley, Pakistan, Harappa Period, c. 2,300–1,750 B.C.E., skeleton 

H 689. Photograph: ASI, 1933–35, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, 

the Netherlands

 9. Hunting resort of  the Mughal emperor Jahangir (reign 1605–1627). 

Sheikhpura, Pakistan. Photograph: courtesy Sarfraz Hayat

10. Leg of  an ivory palanquin with a hunting scene. Orissa, 17th cen-

tury. Brooklyn Museum of  Art, 1992.83, New York. Photograph: 

courtesy The Brooklyn Museum of  Art, New York

11. Tiger trap in Hazaribagh National Park, Jharkhand. Photograph: 

courtesy J. Kamphorst
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12. The so-called ‘Pashupati’ seal (DK 5828) with an ascetic fi gure, wear-

ing a horned mask and surrounded by several animals. Mohenjo-

daro, Indus Valley, Pakistan, Harappa Period, c. 2,300–1,750 

B.C.E., steatite. Photograph: ASI, 1928–29, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

13. Detail of  a plinth with three animal series. Keshava temple, Belur, 

Karnataka, 12th century, soapstone. Photograph: courtesy A. Moor-

jani

14. Cows often have to fi nd their own food, including garbage and 

plastic bags. Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Photograph: courtesy J. Kamp-

horst

15. A goat sacrifi ce in a courtyard. Photograph: ASI, 1910–1930, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

16. The elephant-headed Hindu god Ganesha. New Delhi, 20th cen-

tury, terra cotta. Private collection. Photograph: courtesy J. Kamp-

horst

17. The Hindu monkey god Hanuman. Modern concrete statue (20th 

century) along the trail up to the Hanuman temple (16th century) 

in the Tirumala hills of  Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. Photograph: 

courtesy S. Harsha

18. The river goddess Yamuna standing on her tortoise. Northern 

India, 10th–11th century, reddish sandstone. Linden Museum, 

SA 36796 S, Stuttgart, Germany. Photograph: A. van der Geer, 

courtesy Linden Museum, Stuttgart

19. A herostone for Pabuji Dhamdhal Rathaur riding his mare Kalmi 

or Kesar. Koli temple, Koli, Rajasthan, c. 17th century, yellow 

sandstone. Photograph: courtesy J. Kamphorst

20. An unrealistic lion with bulging eyes, blunt teeth and horns. Archi-

tectural relief, style of  Bhumara, post-Gupta Period, 6th–7th cen-

tury, red sandstone Brooklyn Museum of  Art, 78.195.2, anonymous 

gift, New York. Photograph: courtesy The Brooklyn Museum of  

Art, New York

The Indian antelope or blackbuck

21. The ‘wavy’ horns of  the blackbuck male (Antilope cervicapra) and a 

hornless female. National Zoological Park, New Delhi. Photograph: 

courtesy Dingeman Steijn
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22. Buddha’s First Sermon. Domeslab of  stupa 2, Nagarjunakonda, 

Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, limestone. Photograph: ASI SC, 

1928–193, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

23. Fragment of  a relief  with an empty seat with two antelopes in front. 

Goli, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd century, limestone. Photograph: ASI, 

1926–1929, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

24. Buddha’s First Sermon on the ayaka frieze of  stupa 2. Nagarjuna-

konda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century. Photograph: ASI SC, 

B412, 1928–1930, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Nether-

lands

25. Group of  men with blackbucks proceeding towards the Wheel on 

the gateway of  the Great Stupa, Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh, c. 50–

25 B.C.E., sandstone. Photograph: courtesy Patrik M. Loeff

26. Jina’s Last Sermon. Uttar Pradesh, 10th–13th century. Fyzabad 

Museum, Uttar Pradesh. Photograph: ASI NC, 928, 1907–1908, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

27. Korravai, the Tamil goddess of  victory, with her blackbuck standing 

behind her. Mammalapuram, Tamil Nadu, 7th–mid 8th century, 

granite. Photograph: A. van der Geer

28. A Bodhisattva torso, known as the Sanchi torso, wearing an ante-

lope skin. Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh, c. 900, sandstone. Victoria 

and Albert Museum, IM 184–1910, London, UK. Photograph: 

courtesy Jamie Barras

29. An antelope skin worn by Narayana. Dashavatara temple, Deog-

arh, Madhya Pradesh, 6th century, sandstone. Photograph: ASI, 

1915–1916, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

30. An antelope running behind a leogryph and a lion on the top panel 

of  stupa 2. Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, 2nd–4th century, 

limestone. Photograph: ASI SC, B414 1928–1930, courtesy Kern 

Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

31. Part of  a halo of  a Bodhisattva statue with running antelopes. 

Greater Gandhara, 1st–4th century, schist. Central Museum, 424, 

Lahore. Photograph: ASI, 1900–1910, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

32. Buddha visiting the resort of  naga Apalala in the Himalaya, 

Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, limestone. 

Photograph: ASI SC, B563, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the 

Netherlands

33. Krishna Playing the Flute. Hoysaleshvara Temple, Halebid, Karna-

taka, c. 1121, soapstone. To the right, next to Krishna’s left bent 
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knee, an antelope buck and two does can be discerned. Photo-

graph: Gerard Foekema, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the 

Netherlands

The spotted deer or chital

34. Spotted deer (Axis axis) in Ranthambore Wildlife Reserve, Rajasthan. 

Photograph: courtesy Neil Better

35. A herd of  spotted deer in Jim Corbett National Park, Uttaranchal. 

Photograph: courtesy N. Kamphorst

36. Hog-deer (Axis porcinus). Zoological Museum La Specola, Florence, 

Italy. Photograph: A. van der Geer

37. Indian spotted mouse-deer (Moschiola nemmina). Diorama of  the 

Field Museum for Natural History, Chicago, USA. Photograph: 

A. van der Geer, courtesy The Field Museum, Chicago

38. A wise man (sadhu) sitting on a skin of  a spotted deer, Nepal, 2001.

Photograph: courtesy Maurice van Lieshout

39. Steles of  two different manifestations of  Shiva with an antelope. 

Left: Shiva Dakshinamurti. Panchanadeshvara Temple, Tiruvadi, 

Tamil Nadu, late 10th century, sandstone. Photograph: ASI SC, 

D1248, 1905–1906, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Nether-

lands. Right: Shiva Bhikshatanamurti. Rajarajeshvara temple, 

Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, c. 1010, granite. Photograph: courtesy 

Ed Sentner

40. Shiva Chandeshanugrahamurti on the west side of  the north 

entrance. Brihadishvara temple, Gangaikondacolapuram, Tamil 

Nadu, c. 1025, granite. Photograph: courtesy Krishna Swamysk

41. Shiva Bhikshatanamurti on a pilaster of  the Virabhadra temple at 

Lepakshi, Andhra Pradesh, mid-16th century. Photograph: courtesy 

Sanjesh Ananda

42. Shiva Bhikshatanamurti with a leaping mriga. Tortoise mandapa,

Arulmigu Vedhagireshvarar temple, Tirukkalikundram, Tamil 

Nadu, 17th–18th century, granite. Photograph: courtesy Kumar 

Saurabh

43. Shiva Lingotbhava in a niche of  the Patteshvaram Shiva Temple, 

southwest of  Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu, 16th century, granite. 

Photograph: courtesy Sendil Visvalingam

44. Shiva Bhikshatanamurti. Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, 19th century, 

wood. Museum für Völkerkunde, MIKI 319, Berlin-Dahlem, 

Germany. Photograph: A. van der Geer

VAN DER GEER_F1_v-lxxii.indd xivVAN DER GEER_F1_v-lxxii.indd   xiv 6/20/2008 6:45:55 PM6/20/2008   6:45:55 PM



list of figures xv

45. Fragment of  a larger panel illustrating the Conversion of  the 

Kasyapa Brothers. Greater Gandhara, 1st–4th century. Peshawar 

Museum, Pakistan. Photograph: ASI FC, 1808, 1920–1921, cour-

tesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

46. Ayaka frieze with the Story of  Vessantara. Goli, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd 

century, limestone. Above: left part. Below: right part. Government 

Museum, Chennai. Photograph: Madras Government Museum, 

1926–1929, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

47. Pedestal of  Buddha’s First Sermon. Sarnath, Uttar Pradesh, 6th–8th 

century. Photograph: DGA, 1906–1907, 552, courtesy Kern Insti-

tute, Leiden, the Netherlands

48. Story of  the Two Deer on a coping stone of  a stupa railing. 

Uttar Pradesh, 1st–3rd century, sandstone. Government Museum, 

Mathura. Photograph: ASI NC, 775, 1905–1906, courtesy Kern 

Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

49. Rama Shooting the Golden Deer on the railing of  the mandapa.

Amriteshvara temple, Amritapura, Karnataka, c. 1196. Photograph: 

Gerard Foekema, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Nether-

lands

The bandicoot rat

50. The Indian mole-rat (Bandicota bengalensis). Staatliches Museum für 

Naturkunde, Stuttgart, Germany. Photograph: A. van der Geer

51. The brown rat (Rattus norvegicus). Forschungsinstitut Senckenberg, 

Frankfurt am Main, Germany. Photograph: A. van der Geer

52. Ganesha dancing on his rat. Above: overview. Below: detail of  the 

pedestal. West Bengal, 11th century, chloritic gneiss. Museum für 

Völkerkunde, MIKI 5855, Berlin-Dahlem, Germany. Photograph: 

courtesy A. van der Geer

53. Ganesha dancing on his rat. Hoysaleshvara temple, Halebid, Kar-

nataka, mid-12th century, soapstone. Photograph: Gerard Foekema, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

54. Dancing Ganesha with rat. Uttar Pradesh, 8th century, sandstone, 

H. 125.7 cm. Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller 3rd Collection, 

1979.12, Asia Society, New York. Photography © The Asia Society, 

New York. For detail of  the pedestal, showing the rat, see 55

55. Detail of  the pedestal of  the dancing Ganesha of  Photograph: 

A. van der Geer, courtesy Mr. and Mrs. John D. Rockefeller 3rd 

Collection, The Asia Society, New York 
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56. Heramba, the fi ve-headed form of  Ganesha. Above: overview. 

Below: pedestal showing Heramba’s rat to the left. Orissa, 11th–13th

century, chloritic schist. British Museum, 60, London. Photo-

graphy © The John C. and Susan L. Huntington Archive of  Bud-

dhist and Related Art, The Ohio State University, Columbus, 

Ohio, USA

57. Ganesha from Gangarampur, West Bengal, 8th–12th century, basalt. 
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58. Ganesha from north-east Madhya Pradesh, 9th–12th century, sand-

stone. State Museum, H18, Lucknow. Photograph: ASI, 1910–1930, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

59. Detail view of  a Ganesha pedestal, showing his rat nibbling some 
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Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands
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64. Story of  Mandhatu. Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th 
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lands

65. Common house rats nibbling some sweets. Karni Mata temple, 
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courtesy Steve Brown
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graph: A. van der Geer, courtesy The Field Museum, Chicago

344. Detail of  the pedestal of  next fi gure. Brooklyn Museum of  Art, 

86.227.24, gift of  the Ernest Erickson Foundation, New York. 

345. Seated Buddha torso from Andhra Pradesh, probably Nagarju-

nakonda, late 3rd century, pale green limestone. For detail of  the 

pedestal, see previous fi gure. Brooklyn Museum of  Art, 86.227.24, 

gift of  the Ernest Erickson Foundation, New York. Photographs: 

A. van der Geer, courtesy The Brooklyn Museum of  Art, New 

York

346. Medallion with the Story of  The Buddha Visiting the Shakyas. 

Railing pillar from Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh, 1st–2nd century, 

limestone. Government Museum, Chennai. Photograph: ASI SC, 

B162, 1916–1917, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Nether-

lands

347. Buddha Visiting the Shakyas. Panel from Stupa 9, Nagarjunak-

onda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd-th century, limestone. Site Museum, 

Nagarjunakonda. Photograph: ASI SC, 1928–1930, courtesy Kern 

Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

348. Buddha Visiting the Resort of  Naga Apalala in the Himalayas. 

Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, limestone. 

Photograph: ASI SC, B533, 1930–1934, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

The giraffe

349. The giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis). Diorama of  the Field Museum 

for Natural History, Chicago, USA. Photograph: A. van der Geer, 

courtesy The Field Museum, Chicago

350. Roman, Section of  a Mosaic Floor, Late Imperial Period (5th 

century C.E.), Stone, mosaic, 170.8  167 cm, Gift of  Mrs. Robert 

B. Mayer, 1993.345, The Art Institute of  Chicago. Photography 

© The Art Institute of  Chicago
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352. The common or grey mongoose (Herpestes edwardsi). Zoological 

Museum, National Museum of  Natural History, Kiev, Ukraine. 

Photograph: courtesy E.M. Pisanets

353. The common mongoose preying upon a snake. Field Museum of  

Natural History, 34854, Chicago, USA. Photograph: A. Goswami, 

courtesy The Field Museum, Chicago

354. Skin of  the common mongoose, India. American Museum 

of  Natural History, Department of  Mammalogy, AMNH(M) 

70006, New York. Photograph: G. Lyras, courtesy The American 

Museum of  Natural History

355. Panel with the Visit to the Indrashailaguha Cave, Mathura, Uttar 

Pradesh, 1st–3rd century, sandstone. Indian Museum, Calcutta. 

Photograph: ASI DGA, 1909–1910, 61, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

356. Stele of  Jambhala, the Buddhist god of  riches, holding a mon-

goose. Kurkihar near Bodhgaya, Bihar, 10th century. Indian 

Museum, A 24139, Calcutta. Photograph: ASI, 1905–1920, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

357. Stele of  Kubera, the Hindu god of  riches, holding a mongoose. 

Yogyakarta, Java, 13th–16th century. Photograph: Isidore van 

Kinsbergen, 1865, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Nether-

lands

358. Kubera/Jambhala with jewel-spitting mongoose. Satna, Madhya 

Pradesh, 8th–early 11th century, sandstone. Indian Museum, 6499, 

Calcutta. Photograph: ASI, 1920–1940, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

359. Kubera with money bag instead of  a mongoose. Sarnath, Uttar 

Pradesh, 4th–6th century, sandstone. Archaeological Museum, 

Dd1, Sarnath. Photograph: ASI, 1910–1911, courtesy Kern 

Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

360. Kubera with money bag. Saheth-Maheth, Uttar Pradesh, 6th–8th 

century. Photograph: ASI, 1907–1908, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

361. Jambhala holding an unclear object, likely either a money bag or 

a mongoose. Stele from Ghasikundi, Bengal, late 12th century. 
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courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands
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362. The white-browed gibbon or hoolock (Hylobates hoolock). Diorama 

of  the Field Museum for Natural History, Chicago, USA. Photo-

graph: A. van der Geer, courtesy The Field Museum, Chicago

363. Stele with the Story of  The Monkey Offering Honey to the Bud-

dha. Bihar, 10th century. Indian Museum, N.S. 2074/A25150, 

Calcutta. Photograph: ASI, 1910–1930, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands
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364. The Indian hare (Lepus nigricollis). National Museum of  Natural 

History Naturalis, Leiden, the Netherlands. Photograph: A. van 

der Geer, courtesy Naturalis, Leiden

365. Seal impression in baked clay, Harappa, Pakistan, 2,300–1,750 

B.C.E. Photograph: ASI, 1930–1933, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

366. Panel with the Story of  the Hare on the Moon. Nagarjunakonda, 

Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, limestone. Site Museum, 

Nagarjunakonda. Photograph: ASI SC, 1929–1930, courtesy 

Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

367. Story of  the Hare on the Moon. Goli, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd cen-

tury, limestone. Government Museum, Chennai. Photograph: ASI, 

1926–1929, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands
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368. The smooth Indian otter (Lutrogale perspicillata). Sungai Buloh 

Wetland Reserve, Thailand. Photograph: courtesy Lip Kee Yap

369. The common otter (Lutra lutra). Naturmuseum Basel, Basel, Swit-

zerland. Photograph: A. van der Geer

370. Shiva and Parvati Sitting Together. South-western wall of  the 

southern navaranga of  the Hoysaleshvara Temple at Halebid, 
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Karnataka, mid-12th century, soapstone. An otter is present below 

Parvati. Photograph: Gerard Foekema, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

371. Ravana Lifting Up Mount Kailasha. Kedareshvara temple, north 

side of  navaranga, Nuggihalli, Karnataka, c. 1219. Photograph: 

Gerard Foekema, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Nether-

lands
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372. Several macaque species of  South Asia. Above: rhesus monkeys 

(Macaca mulatta) in Rajasthan. Photograph: courtesy J. Kamphorst. 
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ing “bonnet”. California, Primate Center. Photograph: courtesy 

Susan Clarke/WPRC AV Archives 004272. Below, right: liontail 

macaque (M. silenus). Field Museum for Natural History, Chicago. 

Photograph: Anjali Goswami, courtesy The Field Museum

373. Group of  grooming Japanese macaques (Macaca fuscata). Monkey 

jungle, Miami, Florida. Photograph: courtesy Roy Fontaine/

WPRC AV Archives 002063

374. Statue of  fur-picking bonnet macaques at Mammalapuram, Tamil 

Nadu, 7th–mid 8th century, granite. Photograph: ASI SC, D461, 

1912–1913, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

375. Detail of  a panel of  the Miracle of  Sravasti from Greater Gand-

hara, Pakistan, 1st–4th century, schist. County Museum, Los 

Angeles. Photograph: ASI, 1900–1920, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

377. Story of  the Monkey King. Panel G 3–4 of  the ayaka frieze of  

stupa 6, Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, lime-

stone. Photograph: ASI SC, 1928–1930, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

376. Panel with the Story of  the Monkey King. Right jamb of  the 

western gateway to the Great Stupa at Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh, 

c. 50–25 B.C.E. Photograph: courtesy Susannah Stevens

378. Coping stone with the Story of  the Monkeys and the Gardener. 

Bharhut, Madhya Pradesh, c. 100 B.C.E., sandstone. Indian 

Museum, Calcutta. Photograph: IO List 1900, 1079, courtesy 

Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

VAN DER GEER_F1_v-lxxii.indd xlvVAN DER GEER_F1_v-lxxii.indd   xlv 6/20/2008 6:46:00 PM6/20/2008   6:46:00 PM



xlvi list of figures

379. Story of  the Flying Buddha on panel D2 of  the ayaka frieze, 

Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, limestone. 

Site Museum, Nagarjunakonda. Photograph: ASI, 1928–1930, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

381. Story of  the Monkey and the Crocodile. Tripurantakeshvara tem-

ple, Belgami, Karnataka, c. 1070. Photograph: Gerard Foekema, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

380. Panel with the Story of  the Monkey Offering Honey to the Bud-

dha. Northern gateway, west pillar, east side, Great Stupa, San-

chi, Madhya Pradesh, c. 50–25 B.C.E., sandstone. Photograph: 

courtesy Zach Hessler

382. Hanuman Goes To Lanka. Baghbhairava temple, Bhaktapur, 

Nepal, 16th century. Photography © The John C. and Susan 

L. Huntington Archive of  Buddhist and Related Art, The Ohio 

State University, Columbus, Ohio, USA

383. Hanuman Meets Rama. Panel from Sarnath, Uttar Pradesh, 4th–

6th century. Archaeological Museum, Sarnath. Photograph: ASI,

1910–1920, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

384. Loving couple disturbed by a monkey on the north vestibule of  

the Lakshmana temple, Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh, c. 930–950, 
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The sloth bear

385. The sloth bear (Melursus ursinus). Zoological Museum La Specola, 

Florence, Italy. Photograph: A. van der Geer

386. The red panda or cat bear (Ailurus fulgens). Padmaja Naidu Hima-

layan Zoo, Darjeeling, West Bengal. Photograph: courtesy Chiels 

Liu

387. Statuette of  a sloth bear. Mathura region, Uttar Pradesh, 1st–3rd 

century, mottled red sandstone. Government Museum, Mathura. 

Left: front view. Right: reverse. Photograph: ASI, 1905–1920, 

courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

388. Detail of  a Ramayana relief  with the bear Jambavan, Andhra 

Pradesh, c. 1900, wood. Naturmuseum, Basel, Switzerland. Pho-

tograph: A. van der Geer
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389. The Indian muntjac (Muntiacus muntjak). Diorama of  the Field 
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390. A muntjac crossing a lane in Jim Corbett Natural Park, Utta-

ranchal. Photograph: courtesy N. Kamphorst
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391. The common house mouse (Mus musculus). Naturmuseum, Basel, 
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392. Story of  the Mice as detail of  the monolithic relief  of  Arjuna’s 

Penance, Mammalapuram, Tamil Nadu, 7th–mid 8th century, 
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Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands
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393. Pastoralists with their domestic sheep (Ovis aries) on the move in 

Rajasthan. Photograph: courtesy A. Kamphorst
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395. Wild sheep of  the Indian subcontinent, the argali or nayan (Ovis
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Chicago

396. Blue sheep or bharal (Pseudois nayaur). Museum für Naturkunde, 
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1908–1909, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

398. Stele of  Agni on his ram from Rudrapur, Uttaranchal, 8th–early 
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402. Siddhartha Going To Shool on a ram. Stupa drum, Greater 
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Lahore. Photograph: ASI, 1871–1897, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

403. Story of  the Ram that Laughed and Wept. Panel C6 of  the 

ayaka frieze, Nagarjunakonda, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, 

limestone. Site Museum, Nagarjunkonda. Photograph: ASI SC, 

1928–1930, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands
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ASI FC, 1906–1907, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Nether-

lands
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407. Erotic scene with a sheep. Tripurantakeshvara temple, Belgami, 

Karnataka, c. 1070. Photograph: Gerard Foekema, courtesy Kern 

Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands
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courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

411. Terracotta amulet with a lion, a fi gure in a tree, and two fi g-

ures uprooting trees. Mohenjo-daro, Indus Valley, Pakistan, 

2,300–1,750 B.C.E. Photograph: ASI, 1930–1931, courtesy Kern 

Institute, Leiden, the Netherlands

412. The lion capital from Sarnath, Uttar Pradesh, 3rd century 
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Photograph: ASI NC, 1263, 1911–1912, courtesy Kern Institute, 

Leiden, the Netherlands

413. Pakistan (Ancient Gandhara), Stupa Reliquary, c. 200, Gray schist, 

30.5  19.7  19.1 cm, The James W. and Marilynn Alsdorf  
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Pradesh, 3rd–4th century, limestone. Site Museum, Nagarjunak-
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drum panel, stupa 2. Photographs: ASI SC B535 1930–1934, ASI 

1928–1930 and ASI 1930–1934, courtesy Kern Institute, Leiden, 

the Netherlands

415. Marcus’ lion, Palace of  the Knights, Rhodes, Greece, c. 1400, 
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420. Parshvanatha Tirthankara from Rajasthan, 10th–11th century, 
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4th–6th century. National Museum, New Delhi. Photographs: ASI 
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