A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

	1492-1532
	Cristopher Columbus lands on Hispaniola (Taino islands, Caribbean), discovers America-- Pizarro, Cortés, Eldorado myth

	c1500
	First African slaves brought over

	1584
	Sir Walter Ralegh "discovers" Virginia

	1620
	Pilgrims land on Plymouth Rock--The Mayflower Compact

	1776-83
	War of Independence (Boston Tea Party 1773)--The Declaration of Independence signed by George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, et al. (July 4, 1776)

	1830
	Indian Removal Act-- “Manifest Destiny” dogma

	1848
	California Gold Rush--The American Dream--Wild West

	1861-65
	The Civil War--The Emancipation Proclamation signed by President “Honest Abe” Lincoln in 1863--The Gettysburg Address in 1965

	1845-1890
	Massive immigration from Europe--expansion of territories, cities, industry

	1890
	Massacre at Wounded Knee--The end of Native American culture

	1918
	End of WWI--The U.S. gains strength

	1929-39
	Stockmarket Crash (Black Tuesday): The Great Depression--F.D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal”

	19341
	Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor--U.S.A. joins in WWII

	Aug. 6, 1945
	First atom bomb (“Project Avalon”) dropped on Hiroshima

	1950ies
	“Baby boom,” the Cold War (1948) and the “Red Scare” (Joseph McCarthy’s “Anti-American Activities Committee” witch hunts)

	1961
	Bay of Pigs invasion

	1962
	Cuban missile crisis

	1964-73
	The Vietnam war (1968 Tet offensive; 1975 Fall of Saigon)

	1960ies
	The Civil Rights movement (Rosa Parks and the Atlanta bus boycott 1955; The Black Panthers 1966)

President J.F. Kennedy (1963), Martin Luther King, Robert Kennedy (1968) assassinated

	July 24,  1969
	Apollo 11 lunar landing

	1980ies
	“Reaganomics,” Y.U.P.pies, Wall Street rise

	1990ies
	End of the Cold War (1991); 1st Gulf War (1990-91).

“Grunge,” “Generation X,” alternative lifestyle--dotcoms/NASDAQ--multiculturalism and diversity VS the right-wing Christian Coalition. Attack at Kossovo.

	2000--now
	The U.S. as “global policeman”: invasion of Afghanistan 2001

	Sept. 11, 2001
	Terrorist attack by Al Quaeda on World Trade Center

	2003
	2nd invasion of Iraq by the U.S.--"War on Terror," “Patriot Act”

	2009
	Barack Hussein Obama elected 1st African-American President


