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Stackalee

Just as white American tradition makes heroes out of outlaws, so African American cul-

ture confers hero status on ifs most famous scoundrels. Stackalee—sometimes called
been published and countless ballads made to detail his exploits. The ballads are almost
always in a rhyme scheme and rhythm that belong to the African American tradition

Enown as the toast, a style of speech that has more recently evolved into rap.

THE LEGEND OF STACKALEE

gipsy told his mother, Told her like a friend, Your double-jointed baby, Wont

come to no good end.” So says one of the legends which celebrate his name.

Stagolee sometimes, but mostly they call him Stack.

Stack was a fine musician. He could play the guitar and the piano, and he
was always moaning the blues or beating out some rag. Women loved hifw:
When he hugged the girls he squeezed the breath out of them, and they-
liked that. 3
: Stack’s own girl was born on Market Street in St. Louis in

1861, just like Stack himself. Her name was Stack o’ Dollars. Th ‘
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House on Market Street. Everybody says he sold his soul to the Devil in return for

'3 magic spell on his favorite Stetson. He could get away with anything as long as
.hQ wore that hat. And he was never caught as long as he had it.

Stackalee was a gambler, a gunman, and a killer. Nobody knows how

}inany notches he had on his gun for the men he had killed. He feared no one. He

» ‘even challenged Jesse James once, but that was a mistake. Nobody was 2 match for

A-}_.Tessc James in any kind of fight, and the minute Jesse let go of him Stack beat it

- ;fbr the mountains.

Once in the mountains he met up with two deputies who were out look-

‘ing for him in order to collect the $5,000 reward on his head. So he sat down to

‘chat with them and pass the time of day. Stack learned their names and then shot

‘their initials in their hats before they discovered who he was. He nearly split his

;sidcs laughing to see how fast they left the neighborhood.

48 But every bad man gets caught up with, one way or another, it seems, and
o j_'the Devil was getting tired of Stack’s devilment. He was tired of waiting to snatch
. :,Stack’s soul to hell, too.

Stack was in a gambling game one night in St. Louis. He was winning,

<seemed as if he couldrt lose, and he was so busy scraping in the money that he
forgot about his hat which he had hung on the back of his chair. This
~was the Devil's chance. In the guise of a nice young man named

Billy Lyons he took the hat and headed for a barrel house down the
Street, where he knew Billy Lyons to be. With a yell in his throat and
2 gun in each hand Stack tore after him. When he got there, there was Billy

-~ Lyons all right, smoking a cigarette, easylike, expecting nothing; but the Stetson

hat was not in sight.

Stack shot him on sight and killed him dead for stealing the magic
Stetson that had always saved him from the law. Onlookers said Billy had not left
the barrel house all evening, but Stack did not believe that,
£ The police wagon came and hauled Stackalee off to jail. But the Devil got
. cheated out of Stack’s soul, after all, for they did not hang him. The judge sentenced
. him to a stretch of seventy-five years in Jefferson penitentiary, and there he is. He has
served thirty-four years and has forty-one still to go. So the Devil is still waiting.
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* LEGENDARY HERQES AND HEROQINES*®

THE BALLAD OF STACKALEE

It was in the year of eighteen hundred and sixty-one
In St. Louis on Market Street where Stackalee was born.
Everybody’s talkin 'bout Stackalee.

It was on one cold and frosty night
When Stackalee and Billy Lyons had one awful fight,
All about an old Stetson hat.

L

Stackalee got his gun. Boy, he got it fast! t
He shot poor Billy through and through,; the bullet broke a lookin glass.
Oh, oh, Lord, Lord, Lord. il

Stackalee shot Billy once; his body fell to the floor,

He cried out, “Oh, please, Stack, please don’t shoot me no more.”

The White Elephant Barrel House was wrecked that night;
Gutters full of beer and whisky; it was an awful sight.
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Jewelry and rings of the purest solid gold
Scattered over the dance and gamblin hall.
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The can can dancers they rushed for the door
When Billy cried, “Oh, please, Stack, don't shoot me no more.”

“Have mcrcir,” Billy groaned. “Oh, please spare my life;

I've got two little babies and an innocent wife.”
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Stack says, “God bless your children, damn your wife!

You stole my magic Stetson; I'm gonna steal your life.”

“But,” says Billy, “I always treated you like a man.
"Tain’t nothin to that old Stetson but the greasy band.”

He shot poor Billy once, he shot him twice,
And the third time Billy pleaded, “Please go tell my wife.”

Yes, Stackalee, the gambler, everybody knowed his name;
Made his livin hollerin high, low, jack and the game.

Meantime the sergeant strapped on his big forty-five,

Says, “Now we’ll bring in this bad man, dead or alive.”

And brass-buttoned policemen all dressed in blue
Came down the sidewalk marchin two by two.

i Sent for the wagon and it hurried and come

Loaded with pistols and a big Gatling gun.

At midnight on that stormy night there came an awful wail—
Billy Lyons and a graveyard ghost outside the city jail.

“Jailer, jailer,” says Stack, “I can’t sleep.
For around my bedside poor Billy Lyons still creeps.

“He comes in shape of a lion with a blue steel in his hand,
For he knows I'll stand and fight if he comes in shape of man.”
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Stackalee went to sleep that night by the city clock bell, ;
Dreaming the devil had come all the way up from hell.

S i

Red devil was sayin, “You better hunt your hole;
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Tve hurried here from hell just to get your soul.”

Stackalee told him, “Yes, maybe you're right,
But I'll give even you one hell of a fight.”

When they got into the scuffle, I heard the devil shout,

“Come and get this bad man before he puts my fire out.”

The next time I seed the devil he was scramblin up the wall,
Yellin, “Come an get this bad man fore he mops up with us all.”

Then here come Stack’s woman runnin, says, “Daddy, I love you true;

See what beer, whisky, and smokin hop has brought you to.

“But before I'll let you lay in there, I'll put my life in pawn.”
She hurried and got Stackalee out on 2 five thousand dollar bond.

Stackalee said, “Ain’t but one thing that grieves my mind.
When they take me away, babe, I leave you behind.”

But the woman he really loved was a voodoo queen

From Creole French market, way down in New Orleans.

He laid down at home that night, took a good night’s rest,

Arrived in court at nine o'clock to hear the coroner’s inquest.
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Crowds jammed the sidewalk, far as you could see,

Tryin to get a good look at tough Stackalee.

Over the cold, dead body Stackalee he did bend,
Then he turned and faced those twelve jury men.

The judge says, “Stackalee, I would spare your life,

But I know you're a bad man; I can see it in your red eyes.”

The jury heard the witnesses, and they didn't say no more;

They crowded into the jury room, and the messenger closed the door.

The jury came to agreement, the clerk he wrote it down,

And everybody was whisperin, “He’s penitentiary bound.”

When the jury walked out, Stackalee didn't budge.
They wrapped the verdict and passed it to the judge.

Judge looked over his glasses, says, “Mr. Bad Man Stackalee,

The jury finds you guilty of murder in the first degree.”

Now the trial’s come to an end, how the folks gave cheers;

Bad Stackalee was sent down to Jefferson pen for seventy-five years

Now late at night you can hear him in his cell,
Arguin with the devil to keep from goin to hell.

And the other convicts whisper, “Whatcha know about that?
Gonna burn in hell forever over an old Stetson hat!”
Everybody's talkin 'bout Stackalee,
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