LIONEL TRILLING

“FREUD AND LITERATURE

In discovering the unconscious, Freud inspired by zeitgeist created by:

· 17th-18th century philosophers (Rousseau, Descartes)

· 17th-18th century literary genres (bildung, autobiography)

· 19th century Romanticism 

· Schopenhauer and Nietzsche (perhaps?)

Literature inspired by Freud, yet Freud remains a “rationalist”:

· seeks to eliminate id, not embrace it

· considers art, poets quasi-neurotic

· forgets that poet is in command of his/her fantasy, unlike neurotic

· reduces meaning of art work to 1 explanation/ “cure”

· analyzing the artist through the artwork is only conjecture and projection

Freudian theory can offer:

· ONE FURTHER insight into a text

· The relation of poetry to the constitution of the mind :creativity—defense against anxiety—cognitive-existential tool for answers

