THE NATIONAL AND KAPODISTRIAN UNIVERSITY OF ATHENS

Department of English Language and Literature
THEORY OF CULTURE--5th semester 2021-22
Dr. Christina Dokou

Wednesdays 12:00-14:00, Amphitheatre 434
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E-class: https://eclass.uoa.gr/courses/ENL531/
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays,14:15-15:15
Office: 703, 7th floor
Aims:

This course aims to introduce you to basic concepts and methods for the study of culture through both theoretical overviews and concrete critical exempla from Anglophone cultures. What will be hopefully understood is the immense complexity of the field and the methodological problems it creates, but also its limitless and very exciting potential in exploring our world through a variety of disciplines joined by a common purpose. Emphasis will be laid on current issues in the studies of culture, without however neglecting the long historical development of said issues. Though the texts concern mostly the western culture, the key concepts and methodologies can well be applied to the study of other cultures as well.
Texts: available on my website (http://users.uoa.gr/~cdokou). Items from the DOUBLE course package are noted as (CP).
Evaluation: 

Your performance in class will be judged in the following ways: 

a. A final exam, worth up to 8 points.
b. A set of three (3) assignments to be written in class on topics given by the instructor. The best two out of the three assignments will be worth up to two (2) points total.
Course Schedule:
	Date
	Subject:
	Readings Due:

	Week 1
Oct. 6
	Introduction: key concepts
	Terms and definitions: an overview

	Week 2
Oct. 13
	From nature to nurture
	Freud

	Week 3
Oct. 20
	Culture clash and Otherness 
	De las Casas; Sebring; ASSIGNMENT I

	Week 4

Oct. 27
	The elite and the pop
	Horkheimer and Adorno

	Week 5

Nov. 3
	Semiotics of culture
	Barthes; Walker (CP)

	Week 6

Nov. 10
	Cultural Materialism
	Williams (CP); Said (CP)

	Week 7

Nov. 24
	Cultural Studies: Problems & Prospects
	Hall (CP); ASSIGNMENT II

	Week 8

Dec. 1
	Homo Politicus
	Weber, “What Is Politics?” “The Types of Legitimate Domination” (CP)

	Week 9

Dec. 8
	USA: case study 
	Fender (CP); Baudrillard, “From America” (CP) 

	Week 10

Dec. 15
	Minority Report: 51%
	Friedan (CP); Hochschild

	Week 11

Dec. 22
	Post-colonialism: The subaltern speaks 
	Cesaire (CP); Chapman; ASSIGNMENT III

	Week 12

Jan. 12
	Globalization 
	Priestley (CP); Connell


As theory courses can be demanding to students new in the field, it is important that you allow no lacunae in your understanding. Participation in class discussions and beforehand reading of the texts is PARAMOUNT to your comprehension of the material. Should any problems arise during the semester, please see the instructor as early as possible.
Suggested Readings:






Below is a basic but useful supplementary bibliography for those students who want to follow further upon a certain subject. Not all items are available in the library, however. For more information and sources on a particular subject, please contact the instructor.

Anderson, Benedict, Imagined Communities.
Anzaldùa, Gloria, La Frontera/The New Mestiza.
Baudrillard, Jean, America; Simulacra and Simulations.
Bercowitz, Sacvan, America.

Easthope, Anthony, ed., A Critical and Cultural Theory Reader.
Eliot, T.S., Notes towards the Definition of Culture.

Fanon, Franz, Black Skin, White Masks.

Foucault, Michel, Discipline and Punish.
Freud, Sigmund, Totem and Taboo.
---. Civilization and Its Discontents.
Galeano, Eduardo, Memories of Fire, 3 vols.

Hall, Stuart, Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies.
Hardt, Michael, and Antonio Negri, Empire.

Kristeva, Julia, Powers of Horror: An Essay on Abjection.

Kroker, Arthur, SPASM.

Lemert, Charles, ed., Social Theory: The Multicultural and Classic Readings, 2nd ed. 

Lévi-Strauss, Claude, The Raw and the Cooked.

Longhurst, Brian, Greg Smith, et al., Introducing Cultural Studies, 2nd ed.

Orwell, George. Collected Essays.

Plato, The Republic.

Said, Edward W., Orientalism. 

Steger, Manfred, ed., Globalization: The Greatest Hits, A Global Studies Reader.

Storey, John, Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction.

Stratchey, Lytton, The Life of Queen Victoria.

Susan Sontag, Viewing the Pain of Others.

Stewart, Edward J., and Milton Bennet, American Cultural Patterns.

Wallerstein, Immanuel, Geopolitics and Geoculture.
Williams, Raymond, Culture and Society.

Woolf, Virginia, Three Guineas. 
