SIGMUND FREUD

“THE THEME OF THE THREE CASKETS”

I. Casket choice in Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice a common, ancient motif (also present as daughter choice in King Lear)

· Casket a synecdoche “of the essential thing in woman”

II. Strange quality of the 3rd choice: leaden, pale, mute, concealed

· (qualities stand (in dreams, fairy tales) for death

· (the Death Goddess, Atropos of the 3 Moirae

III. Why choose death? 

· Reaction formation to ease fear of death through its control

· (fort-da game, repetition compulsion)

· Death Goddess exorcised by being equated with the Love Goddess (best mate choice)

· We like this story because it echoes ancient bid for choice of, triumph over, destiny

· Lear accepts his destiny as old, dying man

