LUCE IRIGARAY (1932-): the philosopher
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 Speculum of the Other Woman (1974)

This Sex Which Is Not One (1977)

Marxist psychoanalytic philosophical cultural linguistic critique of Freudian essentialism, Lacanian phallogocentrism

“Another Cause—Castration”

Freudian “penis envy” bias in Electra complex:

· Clitoris as “nothing to see” acc. to phallic economy

· No autonomous signification/joy for women

· No female sex, really= girl acts as “boy manqué”

· Girl mirrors/adopts male “horror” at sight (privileged)

· Woman a visible castration (threat)(Phallic Law

· Woman/Mother as pacifier/replenisher of male aggression(male sadism, female masochism, woman validates male ego in its creative detour twds death

· “penis envy” as a convenient bait against fear of castration (penis precious, must keep at all costs)

JULIA KRISTEVA (1941-): the psycholinguist
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Tel Quel

Revolution in Poetic Language (1974)

Powers of Horror: An Essay on Abjection (1980)

The Kristeva Reader (1986)

Black Sun: Depression and Melancholia (1989)

Crisis of the European Subject (2000)

The semiotic chora VS the symbolic

Abjection

From Powers of Horror
Abject definition: “It is something rejeted from which one does not part…does not protect oneself as from an object” (4)

Abjection found in:

a. food (predominantly)

b. corpses

c. body fluids (excrement and menstrual blood)

d. “the impossible within” (primal loss)

e. animalistic side of humans

f. perversion (twisting of superego prohibitions) vs Law

g. the dejected (marker of territory)

h. the opposite of desire (phobos, exclusion)

i. pre-objectal relationship (jouissance, sublime)

j. echo (in secondary repression of language) of the primal repression of ego separated from the mother (“clean and proper body”)

k. chora, space of the maternal body drives

l. precondition for primary narcissism

=> the threat that the generative, primal maternal body represents by being brought into the realm of symbolic logos
Effects:

In literature: engages the abject, sublimates it through words, but softens superego

In ritual: “rite of defilement and pollution”, “exclusion or taboo”, “transgression”, “sin” (Satan). Religion is about constantly purifying the abject

In philosophy: a. Platonic logos (rejection)




: b. Aristotelian catharsis (abreaction through mystical rhythm, eleos+phobos)

The example of Oedipus:

a. Oedipus Tyrannus: “Knowing” fool, agos
b. Oedipus Coloneus: proclaims “not knowing”, mortal limits, yet speaks(a blessing

HÉLÈNE CIXOUS (1937-): the poet
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The Laugh of the Medusa (1975)

The Newly-Born Woman (1975, with Catherine Clément)

To Live the Orange (1979)

Illa (1980)

The Book of Promethea (1983)

Écriture feminine-writing the (maternal) body 

“The Place of Crime, The Place of Forgiveness”

· Theatre as true experience of otherness, not simulation/misrepresentation 

· Irony of play, mask (release from convention)

· Tragic equality
: common mortality, death drive

: importance of our/every ego

· Re-enactment of human crime onstage: abreaction, pity, forgiveness(activism

