A stability result for mean width of L,-centroid bodies.
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Abstract

We give a different proof of a recent result of Klartag [12] concerning the con-
centration of the volume of a convex body within a thin Euclidean shell and proving
a conjecture of Anttila, Ball and Perissinaki [1]. It is based on the study of the
L,-centroid bodies. We prove an almost isometric reverse Holder inequality for their
mean width and a refined form of a stability result.

1 Introduction

In this paper we study how the volume of a symmetric convex body concentrates within a very
thin Euclidean shell. Let K be an isotropic convex body in R™ i.e. a symmetric convex body of
volume 1 such that for some fixed Lg > 0,

vl € S"—l,/ (,0)%dx = L%.
K

It is known that every symmetric convex body has an affine image which is isotropic. We denote
by |z|2 the Euclidean norm of z € R™. In the paper [1], Anttila, Ball and Perissinaki asked if
every isotropic convex body in R" satisfy an e-concentration hypothesis namely:
Concentration hypothesis. Does there exist €, such that lim, .. £, = 0 and

’{xEK,

Theorem 1. There exists ¢ and ¢’ such that for every isotropic convex body K in R™, and every

p < (logn)'/3,
1/p
1< (/ |x§d1:> /</ |x|2dx> <14 cp/(logn)*/3.
K K

In particular, for every e € (0,1),
|l“2 . 1‘ > 8}‘ < 2 c\@(logn)l/u' (1)

€K,
Hx VnLg

*Université Pierre et Marie Curie, Institut de Mathématiques de Jussieu, boite 186, 4 Place Jussieu, 75252 Paris Cedex
05, FRANCE. E-mail: fleury bruno@yahoo.fr, guedon@math.jussieu.fr

|z]2

Lrvn

—1’ Z%H <eg,?

We will prove the following

TUniversité de Marne-la-Vallée, Laboratoire d’Analyse et de Mathématiques Appliquées, 5 Bd Descartes, Champs-sur-
Marne, 77454 Marne-la-Vallée Cedex 2, FRANCE. E-mail: grigoris_paouris@yahoo.co.uk Research supported by a Marie
Curie Intra-European Fellowship (EIF), Contract MEIF-CT-2005-025017.



This implies that the concentration hypothesis holds with e,, = c(loglogn)?/(logn)'/S. This result
has been very recently obtained in full generality by Klartag [12], where he proved that (1) holds
true with 2e—¢"lo8n for every isotropic convex body with center of mass at the origin. Our goal
is to present a different approach via the notion of L,-centroid bodies. To any star shape body
with respect to the origin, L C R", we associate its L,-centroid body Z,(L) which is a symmetric
convex body defined by its support function:

1/p
Yy € R, hy 1) (y) = ( / |<m,y>|de) -

This body is homothetic to the Ly-centroid body defined by Lutwak and Zhang in [16] (see also
[15]). For any symmetric convex body C, we define the p-th mean width as

oy = ([ rewraow)”

The main result of this paper compares the mean width of the L,-centroid bodies of an isotropic
convex body to the mean width of the Lj-centroid bodies of the Euclidean unit ball of volume 1.

Theorem 2. There exists a constant ¢ such that for any n, for every isotropic convex body K in
R™, if D denotes the Fuclidean unit ball in R™ of volume 1, for every p < (log n)1/3

Wi (Zy(K)) Wi (Z:1(D)) e/ (log n)1/3
WA(Z1(K) Wi (2,(Dy) T 2/esm)

Regarding K as a probability space, these techniques were used by the third named author
[20] to prove that the Ls-norms of the Euclidean norm are almost constant for any ¢ < /n, i.e.
(see theorem 1.2 in [20])

1/q 1/2
3C > 1,Vq < ev/n, </ \x|gd:v> <C </ |x]%dx> =Cv/nLg. (2)
K K

Theorem 1 is in fact an almost isometric version of this result (although it does not recover the
full isomorphic one). It is also related to a weak form of Kannan, Lovédsz and Simonovits [11]
conjecture about the Cheeger-type isoperimetric constant for convex bodies: does there exist
¢ > 0 such that for any isotropic convex body K,

Var(|X[3)
2 . 2
oK = Conld =

where X is a random vector uniformly distributed on K? We refer to the paper of Bobkov [4]
for more details between the full KLS-conjecture and this weaker form. Theorem 1 implies that
lim,, 60 O’%( /n = 0. Up to now, the only known upper bound was the trivial one, o < cy/n.

On the way, we will need a new type of stability result for the L,-centroid bodies. Let K and
L be symmetric convex bodies of volume 1 in R?, if Z,(L) is close to Z,(K) for the geometric
distance, what can we say about the geometric distance between K and L? This type of question
has been studied by Bourgain and Lindenstrauss [6] in the case of projection bodies i.e. p = 1.
We will prove a more precise result when one of the bodies is the Euclidean unit ball D. The
geometric distance between two symmetric convex bodies K and L is defined by

d(K,L)=1inf{ab | a, b >0 and 1/aK C L C bK}.



Theorem 3. There exists ¢ > 0 such that for every integer d greater than 3 and any odd integer
p < d, we have the following property:
if K is a symmetric convex body in R® such that for some o > 1 and ¢ € (0, (ca)~24%)

d(K,D)<a and d(Zy(D),Z,(K)) <1+¢

where K = |K|™Y4K and D = |D|"Y4D then

d(K,D) <1+h(e) and (1—h(e)Zy(D) C Zy(K) C (1+ h())Zy(D)
where h(e) = (ca)dtprig/d®

It was proved in [1] that the concentration hypothesis implies some type of central limit
theorem. The conjecture about a central limit theorem for convex sets stated by Anttila, Ball,
Perissinaki [1] and Brehm, Voigt [7] has been recently proved by Klartag [12] and we refer to that
paper for more precise references on this subject.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we shall explain how we reduce the study of
concentration of the volume of an isotropic convex body to the study of its L,-centroid bodies.
We shall prove the main Theorem 2 in Section 3. The proof of Theorem 3 is given in Section 4
and uses standard tools coming from the theory of spherical harmonics.

Notations. Throughout this paper, D will be the Euclidean ball in R™ and S™~! the unit
sphere. The volume is denoted by |-|. We write w, for the volume of D and o for the rotationally
invariant probability measure on S’f*l. By L we denote the convex body that is homothetic to
L C R" and has volume 1, that is L = |L|~'/"L and R(L) will be the circumradius of L i.e. the
smallest real number such that L C R(L)D. The letter ¢ will allways be used as being a universal
constant and it can change from line to line.

Acknowledgement. The authors would like to thank K. Ball for several useful discussions.

2 Reduction to L, centroid bodies.

For any isotropic convex body K, we define I,(K) = (fK \:U|gd:v) P 1t s easy to check that there
exists a constant ¢, such that for every § € S"~1

V7 T(25) >/
L(%54) T(3)

@y [ N0.0Pdo0) = fafh e ey = (

Note that ¢, is of the same magnitude than y/(n +p)/p. By the Fubini theorem and the
definition of Wy,(Z,(K)), Ip(K) = cnp Wp(Z,(K)). We first need some precise computations in
the case of the Euclidean ball of volume 1.

Lemma 1. Let D be the Fuclidean unit ball in R™, then for any p < n,
I,(D)/I(D) < 1+ cp/n’. (3)

Let k be an integer and p < k < n and denote by /15; the Fuclidean unit ball of volume 1 in any
k-dimensional subspace F' of R™ then

(WD) W(2,(D)) (Wi(Zy(Dr))/Wi(Z1(DE)) < 1+ p/k.



Proof. For any 1 < p < n, we have

e WolZyD) _ ([ 1) _ o 2
Cn Wl(Zl(ﬁ)) - </5 |-T|2dl') //5 |$|2d$ = (1 + l/n)(l +p/n) P < +Cp/n )

Since for any p > 1, Wl(Zp(f))) =W,(Z,(D)) and 2I'(x) = '(x + 1), we get

- __ 1/p

Wi(Z1(D)) Wi(Zp(Dp))  [T(+=2)T(A+5) ) T

1
W1(Z,(D)) W1i(Z1(Dr)) r(1+g)r(1+k#) r(1

Easy computations involving the I' function give the stated estimate when p < k. a
For any fixed symmetric convex body L, Litvak, Milman and Schechtman [14] studied the
behavior of W),(L) as a function of p.

Lemma [14] Let L be a symmetric convex body of R™ then for any p < cyn (Wi(L)/R(L))?,

(Wp(L) = Wi(L)] < [lhr(u) = Wi(L)], < 02\/§R(L) (4)

where ¢1 and ¢y are universal constants.
The next lemma was essentially proved in [20].

Lemma 2. There exists ¢ > 0 such that for every isotropic conver body K C R", for every
1<p<ecyn,

R(Zp(K)) < ey/pWi(Zp(K)). (5)
Proof. We briefly indicate a proof. In isotropic position, R(Z,(K)) < cpR(Z2(K)) = cpLk.
Corollary 3.11 in [20] means that if p < cy/n, Wy(Z,(K)) is similar up to universal constants to
W1(Z,(K)). Observe that W, (Z,(K) > c/p/nl,(K) > ¢\/pLi and \/pW1(Z,(K)) > cpLg >
cR(Z,(K)). O
Proof of Theorem 1. We write

1,(K)1(D) _ Wy(Zy(K)) <W1<Zp<f<>> W1<zl<b’>>> |

(6)

L(K)I,(D) Wi(Zp(K))

Wi(Z:1(K)) Wy(Z,(D))

From (4) and (5), we get 1 < Wy (Zy(K))/Wi(Zy,(K)) <14c¢ % if p < ¢y/n. Hence Theorem 1

is proved using (3), (6) and Theorem 2. In particular,

2|2 2 4
/K (AL‘% _ 1) do = % _ 1< ¢/(logn) 3. )

2
The function f(z) = (7‘192'22 — 1) is a polynomial of degree 2 and we can use the results of Bobkov
K

[3] about L,-norms of polynomials. Indeed, theorem 1 of [3] states that there exists a universal
constant ¢ > 0 such that [, el @/efi 1@z gy < 9 where f = |f|}/2. For every e € (0,1), since

I f(:r)d:z: < (fK fQ(l‘)dl') 1/4, we get by (7) and by the Chebychev inequality

|23
x €K, <|Jz €K, -1 >¢

1/12
5 .
nLK

< 9¢— eVE (logn)

st 12}



3 Proof of Theorem 2

We now introduce some notations and recall some well known facts from local theory of Banach
spaces. For a given subspace F' C R", denote by E the orthogonal subspace to F' and for every
¢ € Sp, the Euclidean sphere in F, we define E(¢) to be {x € span{FE, ¢}, (z,¢) > 0}. For any
q > 0, define the star body B, by its radial function

1/(a+1)
V$ € Sp, r5,(¢) = ( /K - \(x,¢>\qu) :

A theorem of Ball [2] asserts that when K is a symmetric convex body in R"™, this radial function
defines a symmetric convex body in F'. These balls are related to the L,-centroid bodies by the
following proposition (see proposition 4.3 in [20]).

Proposition [20] Let K be a symmetric conver body in R™ and let 1 < k < n — 1. For every
subspace F' of R™ of dimension k and every q > 1, we have

Pr(Zy(K)) = (k + @)/ Zy(Brig-1) = (k + Q)| Brygr[V*V92,(Byig1). (8)

Moreover, an application of a result of Borell [5] gives comparison between these norms.

Lemma [5] For f being a log-concave non-increasing function on [0, 4+00), define

1 [t oo
F:t— / 27 (x)dr, Gt t/ 27 f(x)da
I'(t) Jo 0
then F' is log-concave and G is log-convex on (0, +00).

Proposition 3. Let K be a symmetric convex body in R™, let F' be a k-dimensional subspace of
R™, and for any t > 1, define the symmetric convex body B,—1 in F as before. For every ¢ € Sp
and every 1 < s <t < u, we have

L(s) M (u (1-3)s
ol < "L LIS 18 and Boll > Syl

where t = (1 — \)s + Au.

Proof. Let fy(y) = |[K N (£ +y¢)}| for y € Ry then by the Brunn-Minkowski inequality, fy is a
log-concave function and non-increasing. By Fubini, for every ¢ € Sp,

+o00o
Iz, = /0 y foly)dy = G () = T(1)F (2)

and the conclusion follows easily by the above lemma. O
We will also use a refinement of Dvoretzky’s theorem proved by Milman [17] (see also [18]).

Theorem [17] There exist constants c1, ca such that for any n, any € > 0 and any symmetric

convez body L C R™, if k < c1 (¢2/log(1/e)) n (Wi(L)/R(L))?, the set of subspaces F € Gn. i such

et (1—e)W1i(L)Dp C PpL C (14+¢)W4y(L)D

(where Dp is the Buclidean unit ball of F') has Haar measure greater than 1 — e=¢2F,

It was proved by Gordon [9] that we may take €2 instead of €2/log(1/e).



Proof of Theorem 2. Let K be an isotropic convex body in R™. Hence from (5), for every
1 <q<evn, R(Zy(K)) < e\/qWi(Zy(K)). Without loss of generality, we can assume that p is
an odd integer. Let k and ¢ € (0,1/3) (to be chosen later) be such that k? < c£?n and k > p.
Since Dvoretzky’s theorem holds with high probability, we can choose a subspace F of R" of
dimension k such that five conditions hold simultaneously: for every g € {1,p, k,2k — p, 2k},

A W4(K)) , Wi(Zy(K)) , =
(1 E)Wl(Zq@;))Zq(DF)cPFZq(K)c(l +5)Wl( (DF))ZQ(DF).

Indeed, observe that Vg € {1,p, k,2k—p, 2k}, k < ce?n/q < c1e*n(W1(Zy(K))/R(Z4(K)))?. From
(8), these inclusions mean that for every ¢ € {1,p, k,, 2k — p, 2k},

(1 = £)%Z4(Dr) € Zy(Bisq1) C (1 + )7, Zy(Dr) (9)
where
WiZ(K)
(k + @)V/4| Bys g1 [V/FH/9W1(Zy(DF))
The first step is to prove the following

Claim: there is a universal constant ¢ such that, for ¢ € {1,p}, d(Bgtq-1, Dr) < c.
Indeed, since Byi4—1 is a symmetric convex body in a k-dimensional space, it is well known

Yq =

that there exists a universal constant ¢ such that 031;1 C Zg(Biyq—1) C B?J:;I for ¢ > k (see
for example lemma 4.1 in [19] or lemma 3.1.1 in [8]). For ¢ € {k, 2k — p, 2k}, we deduce from (9)
that d(Byyq—1,DFr) < ¢ where c is a universal constant. Now, for ¢ € {1,p}, Proposition 3 with
s=k+q,t=2ku=3k—q (ie t=(1—\s+ \u with A\ = 1/2) gives

L(k+q)'2 T3k —q)'/?

k+q)/2 3k 2
oI, ., < ) um@gyﬂm@%iﬁ
2k (k+a)/2) 1(3k—a)/
||¢HBQk 1= (k+q)1/2 (3k—q)1/2||¢||Bk+q 1||¢||ng q—1

for every ¢ € Sp. Since ¢ < p <k, it is easy to conclude the proof of the claim.

In the second step, we apply Theorem 3. Indeed, for ¢ € {1,p}, we get from (9) that
d(Zq(B?;;l),Zq(b\;)) < (14¢)/(1 —¢€) <1+ 3¢ and we have seen that d(Bjyq—1,DF) < ¢
therefore, Theorem 3 (since ¢ is a non even number) states that there exists a universal constant
c such that

L —hg(e) < g < 1+ hy(e) (11)

and for every 6,6y € Sp,
(14 i)™ b0l Beyg s < N0llBryyr < (1 hi(€)) 160l Beyy s (12)

where hi(e) = CQk(38)1'/k2. We want that this last quantity goes to 0 when k goes to infinity hence
we choose ¢ = (20)*2]Cd in such a way that hy(¢) < e7*. In order to use Dvoretzky’s theorem, k
has been chosen such that k? = ce?n which means that k > ¢/(logn)'/3. By (10) and (11),

W1 (Zy(K)) Wi(Z1(Dr)) - (14 e™)(k + p)Y/P| Bypp_y |/FH1/P

Wi(Z1(K)) Wy(2Z,(Dr)) (1 — e ®)(k +1)|Bg|'/*

To conclude, it is left to observe that |K| =1 can be written as

(13)

| = |K]| :kwk/ / (2, 0)F1da dorp () :kwk/ 10155 dor (o)
Sgp JKNE Sg

6



so that there exists a 8y € Sp such that 1 = kwkHQOHE,’if Using relation (12),

_ 1/k+1/p
(k + p)V/P| By ypy |V/F+1/P (k4 p)l/» (wk st HQHBﬁﬂkldUF(@))

k+1)|B 1+1/k B 1
(k + 1)| By (k+1) (w S, H9||deap(t9)>
1-1 1+k '

(k+1) w7 ||eo|r;;+,{i

Proposition 3 with s =k, t =k+1,u=k+p (i.e. t = (1 — X)s+ Au with A = 1/p) gives

1/k

ool < P LE SR g oo g i
0 (k‘—l—l) Br—1 Ol Bryp1-

Since H00||’]’“3k_1 = kwy, and p < k, easy computations involving the I" function gives

() By 6000y (40 DTG )
(k + 1)| By |t +1/k - (1+1/k) I'(k+1)
2 1 (T(k+p+1D\'7
k
= < .
(1+e7) k+1( Tk + 1) > s tep/k

Combining this last inequality with (13) and with Lemma 1, we conclude that if p < k

WAZ() WZi(D) _
(i) Wy(z,D)) P/ eam)

for a universal constant c. O

4 Stability result for L,-centroid bodies

In Theorem 3, the equality case (i.e. € = 0) may be treated via the use of the Funck-Hecke
theorem. This is why we will follow an approach using the decomposition in spherical harmonics
and we refer to the chapter 3 of the book of Groemer [10] for more detailed explanation. This
technique was also used by Bourgain and Lindenstrauss [6].

Let p be an odd integer with p < d, we consider the function ¢ : R — R defined by ¢(t) = [¢|P
and we define the operator J; on Ly(S?~1) by

ToF)w) = [ oln.)F()do(v)

for any u € S4!. By the Funck-Hecke theorem, for every harmonic polynomial H homogeneous
of degree [ on the sphere S¢~! we have (J4(F), H) = aq,(¢)(F, H), where (-,-) denotes the usual
scalar product in Lo(S%1) and

(¢) = LT <z> _ )t gy
Qg 2l 1F = d21 3 dtl .

These coefficients are known, see [21] or Lemma 1 in [13]. Hence, for any odd values of [,
aq(¢) = 0 and for any even values of [,

72710 (p + 1) sin(r (I — p) /2)T((L — p)/2)
2-10((L+ d+p)/2) '

g (¢) =

7



Standard computations involving the I' function give a universal constant ¢ such that for any even

integer [,
1

ca(@ v < cmax(d. D). "

For a continuous function F : S9~! — R such that FV : RY — R defined by FV(x) = F(x/|z|2) is
differentiable on R?\ {0}, we set for any u € S9!, VoF(u) = VFV(u). The next proposition is
a standard trick using spherical harmonics [10].

Proposition 4. There exists a universal constant ¢ such that for any continuous even function
F: 8%t & R such that VoF exists,

2/(d+2p+2) 1(1-2/(d+2p+2
1F|l2 < el Jo(F) |/ @2 (| F|2 + a2 F|2) 2~/ @ H2p 2D

Proof. Let F' ~ Y Q;(F) be the decomposition in spherical harmonics of F' (with Q;(F’) spherical
harmonics of degree 1) then by Corollary 3.2.12 in [10]

IVoF[I3 =) Ul +d = 2)|Qu(F)I3.

>0

For any odd [, ag;(¢) = 0 and since F is even, Q;(F) = 0. Hence from the Parseval equality

IFI5 = > QB3 =Y (aas(@)Qu(F)l|2)” IQu(F) 5 aau() ™

[ even [ even

where 3 € (0,2) is chosen such that 23/(2 — 3) = 2/(p + d/2). By the Holder inequality,

b2 1-5/2
HFH%S(Zad,zww@zw)u%) (Zuczl \zadm?ﬁ/@-@) .

[ even ! even

By the Funck-Hecke theorem, ||.J,(F)||3 = Z aq1(0)?|Qi(F)||3 and by the inequality (14),

| even
> Q) Bag(¢) /D) < (2 > max(d®, )| Qu(F)|5
| even | even
(d G z2u@l<F>||%) < c2<d2HFII%+IIVo(F)II%)-
[ even, l<d [ even,l>d
1
This proves that ||y < ¢ J5(F)| 7“2 (| F |12 + d2|| F|j3) 2>/ @H2r+2) .

We will also need the following simple lemma.

Lemma 5. Let F': ST1 — R be a Lipschitz function and let M = max(||F||2, | F||Lip) then
HFHOO < 5M(d_1)/(d+1)HFHg/(dJrl),

Proof. Let u € S9! such that |F(u)| = || F||s and let C(u, R) be the spherical cap of radius R
centered at u. For any § > 1, define As = {v € S9! |F(v)| < J||F||2} then by the Chebychev

inequality, o(As) > 1 —1/6%. For any R € (0,2), it is well known that o(C(u, R)) > § (g)dil' If

R is chosen such that % (%)d_l = 6% then A5 N C(u, R) # 0. In that case, take v € As N C(u, R)
then
[F(u)] < [F(u) = F(v)| + [F(v)] < [|Fluiplu — v]2 + 0| Fll2 < RM + 5| F|[2.

8



Since R = 2(2/6%)'/(4=1) we get the estimate taking § = (M /| F||)@1/(d+1) > 1, O

Proof of Theorem 3. Using the support functions, d(Zp(I?), Zy(D)) < 1+ ¢ implies that there
exists v > 0 such that

’Yth(ﬁ) < th(R-) < (1 +€)’yth(5). (15)
For any symmetric convex body L C R?, by integration in polar coordinates,

dwd / 1
h P = ,u)|Pde = )P ———d
2oy (@) / e = 0 [ N0 g do ()

hence applying it for L = K and L = 15, we get for any u € S471,

4
/ o)l | e — =) do(w)
st [ol@ ~ e

<oy =Dl [ wpda)

d
— w1+p/d
where || - || is the norm with unit ball K. For every u € S% 1 let F(u) = W — 1. Since
Vu € S [oai [(v,u)|Pdo(v) < 1, we get
1 T6(F)ll2 < [T (F)lloo < (1 +€)P = 1). (16)

Since d(K, D) < o, there exits a,b > 1 such that 1/aD C K C bD and ab = .

Wy € S o) 2 b )

Py = B . d+p

therefore 1/9? < a®™P(1 4 £)P. For any = € R?, wé/dbflmg <|lz|| < aw;/d]x\g and for u € 91,
1+p/d

w d V|-l (w
VFV(U) = dvp ||(5|—|;+)d (u - “w‘(‘ )> s therefore
(p+d)p dtp+1
IVoF o < [VoF [l € L27—(1 4 ab) < 4 d a7 1+ (17)

We also have ||F|lz < || Flloo < 1+ P+ /4P < 2aP+4(1 4 ¢)P. Using Proposition 4 with (16) and
(17), we get

HFH2 < C((l +5)p o 1)2/(d+2p+2)(6 d ad-i—p-‘rl(l +€)p)1—2/(d+2p+2) < 652/(d+2p+2)(4a)d+p+1‘

Moreover, for any u,v € S, F(u) — F(v) = w;ﬂ)/d/’yp (1/|ulPte = 1/[jv||PT¥) and

w1+p/d d+p—1 ' '
|F(u) = Fo)] < “——[lu—ol| Y [Jul| "ol 7D <2 d o™ (1 + ) [u — vl
v i=0

Therefore max(||F||2, | F||Lip) < (4)?*PT! and by Lemma 5,
HFHoo < C(4O¢)d+p+184/(d+1)(d+2p+2) < C(4Oz)d+p+1€1/d2 — f(€)
Recalling the definition of F, F(u) = —1 + wclﬁp/d/'ypHquJ“d, Yu € S9! we have proved
(1= () Eoa2/42D C B © (14 f(e))Vpplé0D, (18)

Since |K| = |D| =1, (1+ f(£))"! <7 < (1 — f(¢))* and choosing ¢ < (ca)~24°, (15) and (18)
prove the assertions of Theorem 3. a
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