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Summary 

 

 The present publication is the most complete, so far, attempt to provide a full bibliography of 
Greek ornithology. A total of 1179 references are listed, spanning a period of 168 years (1833-2000). This 
list includes all papers etc. published in scientific journals and magazines, as well as books and other types 
of scientific publications about the Greek avifauna. 
 
 

Περίληψη 

 
 Η παρούσα εργασία αποτελεί την πιο ολοκληρωµένη, µέχρι σήµερα, προσπάθεια καταγραφής 
της ελληνικής ορνιθολογικής βιβλιογραφίας. Καταχωρούνται 1179 συνολικά τίτλοι που καλύπτουν 
µια περίοδο 168 ετών (1833-2000) και αποτελούν το σύνολο των δηµοσιεύσεων σε επιστηµονικά 
περιοδικά καθώς και βιβλία ή άλλες επιστηµονικές εκδόσεις για την ελληνική ορνιθοπανίδα. 
 
 

Introduction 

 
The majority of papers published on Greek birds are, as indeed is the case with all other animal taxa, 
scattered in numerous, almost exclusively foreign, journals. Several of them, particularly those of the 19th 
or early 20th century, are long out of print and difficult to find, whereas others have a restricted circulation 
involving only a small number of interested persons. Moreover, existing zoological libraries in Greece, e.g. 
in Universities, Research Institutes etc., are still extremely poor in ornithological journals, books or other 
publications, a serious problem for ornithologists, birdwatchers or others with an interest in the subject. 
 
During the last decades, however, the interest in ornithology as a scientific discipline, as a professional or 
amateur activity and as an important tool for the needs of conservation, has greatly increased in many parts 
of the world but more particularly in Greece. One of the positive results of such a development is an ever 
increasing number of scientific publications on various aspects of ornithology. It is encouraging that this 
new surge of publications comes not from foreign visitors to this country, as used to be the case in the past, 
but mainly from Greeks. 
 
As a contribution to all our colleague scientists and all others who take a serious interest in Greek birds, in 
Greece or abroad, we decided to compile a full bibliography of Greek ornithology. Similar attempts have 
been made in the past. The first bibliography of the Greek fauna (including of course birds) was published 
in 1950 (Kanellis & Hatzissarantos, 1950) and has been updated three times (Kanellis & Hatzissarantos 
1960, Kanellis 1967, Kanellis & Legakis 1979). In the meantime, an incomplete, though still quite 
extensive list of ornithological publications was published as part of "Catalogus Faunae Graeciae, Pars II: 
Aves", edited by the late Prof. Dr. A. Kanellis (Bauer et al. 1969) and in its two supplements (Bauer & 
Hodge 1970, Bauer et al. 1973). 
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It was then only until very recently when, the most complete, up to that date, bibliography of Greek birds 
was published (Matsakis, 1992). Even this, however, was actually incomplete and outdated and since new 
material was still appearing in many journals or elsewhere, we felt the need for publication of this 
compilation, in the hope that such an effort was both needed and worthwhile. The present "Bibliography of 
Greek ornithology" lists, to the best of our knowledge, all published material on Greek birds, from the 
mid-19th century and up to 31-12-2000, a total of 1179 references. It contains: 
 
a. All kind of material published in scientific periodicals i.e. full papers, short notes, letters, obituaries etc. 
In only very few cases, we decided to include also publications in near-scientific or non-scientific 
periodicals, provided that these would include useful and valid material. 
 
b. All postgraduate (Ph.D., M.Sc. etc.) theses dealing with ornithological subjects relating to Greece. We 
have not included undergraduate dissertations. 
 
c. Books, booklets and all types of publications on Greek birds, with a scientific or near scientific 
character. 
 
d. Papers presented at conferences and later published in special volumes, other than periodicals (the latter 
included in group "a" above). 
 
For obvious reasons, we have omitted two main categories of publications, even though they occasionally 
include important information on Greek birds. 
a. Handbooks, regional avifaunas (e.g. of neighbouring countries), species monographs and other similar 
works. 
b. Reports, such as those of ornithological stations or bird ringing schemes, reporting recoveries from 
Greece. 
 
The titles of all works listed here are given in their original language but those in Greek or some other 
languages (Hungarian, Danish etc.) have been translated into English and appear in brackets. Listing and 
abbreviations of journals and other periodicals follow the style of the Zoological Record. 
 
We are fully aware that the bibliography presented here may not be fully complete and that a few works, 
particularly those published in old or minor journals may still be missing. We would be grateful to anyone 
who would send us comments and suggestions for a future supplement. 
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