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Abstract

It is generally accepted that the biogeographical boundary 

between the Anatolian and the European fauna in the Aegean 

area lies somewhere between the coasts of Asia Minor and the 

Greek mainland. In order to study this zone in more detail, the 

distribution areas of a number of taxa (including mammals, 

reptiles, amphibians, terrestrial molluscs, terrestrial isopods and 

insects) that have their eastern or western boundaries in this 

transitional area, were analysed and compared. The results are 

discussed taking into account the ecology of these taxa and the 

paleogeographical history of this area. It seems that there are two 

major boundaries, one west of the eastern Aegean islands and 

one north of Crete and the Dodecanese. Several minor 

boundaries are also apparent.





The following groups were used in the analysis



Presence-absence matrices were used to cluster the various regions 

of the area.

The Jaccard index was used to create a similarity matrix.

The UPGMA method was used to cluster the regions.
























