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The Megalopolis Basin (Peloponnesus, Greece) has long been known for its Middle Pleistocene mammal 

fossils (see Melen s, 1961). In 2013 a palaeolithic/palaeoanthropological survey, conducted by a joint 

team of the Ephorate of Palaeoanthropology-Speleology of the Greek Ministry of Culture and the Uni-

versity of Tübingen in the frame of the ERC project PaGE, led to the discovery of a new locality –

Marathousa 1 (MAR)–, when stra fied bones and lithic artefacts were iden fied in a sec on of the Mar-

athousa Member, Choremi Forma on (Panagopoulou et al., 2015). The large mammal faunal material 

collected so far (2013–2016) includes the castorid Castor fiber, the mustelids Lutra simplicidens and 

Mustela sp., the felid Felis sp., the canid Canis sp., the elephan d Elephas (Palaeoloxodon) an quus, the 

hippopotamid Hippopotamus an quus, the bovid Bison sp., and the cervids Dama sp. and Cervus ela-

phus. This faunal associa on is common in the Galerian mammal communi es of Europe (ca. 0.9–0.4 

Ma). Furthermore, it is consistent with a temperate climate, and is indica ve of a landscape with sub-

stan al woodland components and more open areas, close to permanent and large freshwater bodies. 
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Of par cular interest are an elephant cranium and several postcranial elements, which were found in 

close anatomical associa on and are a ributed to a single individual of the straight-tusked elephant Ele-

phas (P.) an quus. The good state of preserva on of the MAR bones allows to iden fy taphonomic 

modifica ons. Cut marks and percussion damage indicate hominin exploita on of elephant and other 

mammal bones by means of butchering ac vi es. Carnivore gnawing is also evident on some speci-

mens, sugges ng a certain degree of carnivore compe on with humans for early access to the animal 

carcasses. 
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