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This methodology involves a series of techniques, like: the hydrography, the srudy of fossilized shore 
lines having the form of beach rocks, lhe mapping of the littoral zones, the study of alterations in the rela
tive sea level, etc. 

More specifically, the method of granulometry Is prerequisite in every geomorphological and sedi
mentological research and is used for the study of older environmenrs. In many cases, it is almosl impos
sible to directly observe any Iitloral processes, since they ate either very slow, not active any more, or 
they do not recur very often. These processes can be detected by means of the examination of the size 
and distribution of rhe grains in the sediments thm have been formed, So, our first obJecrive in a se
diment analysis is to define the granular variation in every sample, 

The analysis of micro-fauna and soft-fauna also contributes to our knowledge of the biological envi
ronment in our research area, The study of sediments is decisive for our comprehension of the transpor
tation processes and the paleoenvironments of their deposir. 

The above mentioned data create a coastal strarigraphy that represents rbe natllra)-~cological environ
ment of the past. 

The application of various geomorphological and sedimentological methods facillrares the represenla
tion of environmental changes. The current research moves wirhin a new cognilive field [hal constitutes a 
combinalion of geomorphology and archaeology in relaljon to the sedimentary processes. 

The correlation between the archaeological data and their natural environment within Ihe scope of 
the various methods mentioned above has evolved during the last years, although no term has been wi
dely accepted to signify this new scientific field. Renfrew (976) introduced the IeI'm "Geoarchaeology", 
whereas others, like Paepe (1981), prefer rhe rerm "Archaeogeology" or "Archaeological Geology" (Rapp & 
Gifford, 1982). 
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